
INVASIVE INSIGHTS
bonnie harper-lore

NATIONAL VIEW - highways & Neighbors

PARTNERSHIP - MULTILEVEL/ BORDERLeSS

POLICY CHANGE - ISSUES & NEEDS

FUTURE THREATS & OPTIONS

ACTION - A MINNESOTA to-do LIST



Minnesota Partnerships LEAD:

Purple loosestrife. 
COALITON, 1981

Exotic Species TASK 
FORCE, 1990

2001 MISAC 
PARtNErSHIP

2009 Fond Du Lac MOU



MIDWEST HIT FROM BOTH SIDES
KNAPWEED FROM WEST                PHRAGMITES FROM EAST



PARTNERSHIPS

MALHEUR COUNTY

ADIRONDACK MOU

YELLOWSTONE CWMA

CALIFORNIA CWMAs

CROSS BORDERS



BRING TOGETHER: natural resource and agriculture agencies 

from 3 countries

INCLUDE: applied research scientists, practitioners, and policy 

makers

ALTERNATE COUNTRIES: Biennially 

ACCOMODATE ATTENDEES: with easy, affordable, and 

comfortable  sites for information-sharing



WAB 2002-2010........

Tucson - 2002

Minneapolis - 2004

Hermosillo - 2006

Banff - 2008

Shepherdstown -20 10

Vera Cruz - 2012



POLICY CONTROVERSIES

WEED DEFINITIONS (16)

NURSERY INDUSTRY 

ST. LOUIS  ACCORD

USE or PROTECTION of 

NATURAL RESOURCES

CROWNVETCH



1930‘s - Kudzu & Erosion 

mowing sickle vs. 

horses

1944 - weed control by 

chemical 

1953 - grasses,  an 

economical approach to 

erosion

1957-establishment of 

crownvetch        

HIGHWAY  POLICIES
looking for silver bullets for weeds, front lawn look, 

erosion control & economics, one issue at a time.



Reach out to highways

INSIGHTS

STATE PARTNERSHIPS

REAUTHORIZATION

CHANGE comes VIA

1. regulation or 

2. public pressure



UNPREDICTABLE  future
2007 InterGOVERNMENTAL PANEL FOR CLIMATE CHANGE.....”Likely”

VIOLENT WEATHER EVENTS

LOSS of HABITAT, DIVERSITY, SPS.

UNKNOWN TERRITORY IN SCIENCE

ADAPTIVE MANAGEMENT & POLICIES

PARTNERSHIPS WILL BE MORE IMPORTANT



POTENTIAL THREATS



Minnesota 

TO DO LIST:    

AWARENESS.....natl.  campaign

APPROPRIATIONs....federal, state, local

AUTHORITY....policy, mous.

ALLIANCE..…data of existing centers

Across borders…. partnerships



when we TRY to pick out anything by itself,

we find it hitched to everything else in the universe.

john 

muir (1838-1914)

Use an ecological approach 

We are all connected, 

continentally

Continue to pull together to 

win the war on weeds!

PLEASE REMEMBER:


