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AIS Prevention: Regulations and Permits

• What are the regulations 
related to “prohibited 
invasive species” and
“infested waters”? 
• What types of situations
require permits? 
• What are the exemptions 
for permits?
•What is the process to 
obtain permits? 
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Est. Risk Classification*

High “Prohibited”

Moderate “Regulated”

Unknown “Unlisted”

Low “Unregulated”

* Apply to wild animals and aquatic 
plants
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What are the
regulations related
to “prohibited 
invasive species”?

M.S. 84D –
• The transport, 
possession, import, 
sale, purchase, 
introduction and  
propagation are illegal 
without a permit
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What are the exemptions 
for “prohibited” permits?
• Preserved specimens

• Bring to DNR to report and for 

identification

• Transport for control /disposal 

under other permits

• When being removed from 

watercraft and equipment, or 

caught while angling, and 

immediately returned to the 

water from which they came
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What types of 
situations or purposes 
are “prohibited 
invasive species”  
permitted?
• Education
• Control
• Disposal
• Research 

Asian Carp Related Research
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“Commercial” Permit 
Prohibited Invasive 
Species Permit:
Required to transport 
boats, lift, docks with 
zebra mussels or 
faucet snails attached 
to a cleaning location 
and storage.
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What are the
regulations related
to “infested waters”?

M.S. 84D – The taking of wild animals 
from infested waters for bait or aquatic 
farm purposes is prohibited, except …

M.R. 6216 - Water from designated 
infested waters may not be diverted to 
other waters, transported on a public 
road, or transported or appropriated off 
property riparian to infested waters 
except: … under permit
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Infested Waters Bait 
Permit: 
Harvest bait from 
infested waters

Conditions:  
Training; separate 
gear with tags; 
seasons when can 
harvest; separate 
water source
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MPCA Water 
quality sampling

Infested Waters 
Permit: To take 
water samples from 
infested waters
Conditions: Label 
containers; treat 
water by boiling 
before discharge

FROM 

AIS                 
INFESTED     
WATERS
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Sucker Lake 
to Snail Lake

Infested Waters 
Permit: To 
pump water 
from infested 
lake to raise 
Snail Lake 
Condition: 
Filter water to 
25 microns



In-Line Screening Facility



Interior of Filtering System

Filter
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Union Lake to 
wetland

Infested Waters 
Permit: Prevent 
Eurasian milfoil 
from being 
transferred to 
receiving waters 
during pumping 
to lower lake
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Union Lake to 
wetland

Permit Condition:
Required 
filtration of water 
to 500 microns
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Union Lake 
to wetland

System 
included ability 
to use air 
bursts to back 
flush screens
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Transportation 
Authorization Form 
(Non-commercial):
Required for 
individuals to 
transport boats with 
zebra mussels or 
faucet snails to a 
location for cleaning 
and storage.
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What is the process to obtain permits?

Visit DNR Web site at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/permits/invasive_species/index.h
tml
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Questions?


