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Thank You

• Hosts
– Minnesota Invasive Species Advisory Council
– Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin
– Midwest Invasive Plant Network

• Sponsors
– Soil and Water Conservation Society – 

Minnesota Chapter
• Planning Committee



A Summary of Wisconsin’s 
Partnership

• Education and Outreach
• Water Craft Inspection
• Wisconsin Water Guard
• Volunteer Monitoring
• Purple Loosestrife Bio Control
• Grants
• Research
• Regulations



• Statewide message

• Publications & boat launch signs

• Displays & presentations

• Media
– TV, Radio, Newspaper,

Bill boards, etc.

Education & Outreach Support

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Before we discuss the AIS Laws, I’d like to discuss all of the elements of the AIS program with you starting with our Education and Outreach efforts. 



 I think this will help to put the law into perspective for you and help you see all the pieces of the puzzle that we call the AIS Partnership.�



• Clean Boats, Clean Waters
• volunteers trained to monitor 

local lakes
DNR inspection program

• staff monitor high traffic 
landings, lakes with 
invasive species

• Water Guard

• Contact: Erin McFarlane
(Up Next)

Watercraft Inspection

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Watercraft inspection has proven to be the single most important source of AIS information to boaters. 

 

The Department relies upon volunteers, paid staff and law enforcement staff to educate boaters about AIS prevention measures. 



Wisconsin sells the 2nd highest number of out of state fishing licenses,in the country,  which means we are a destination state for anglers.  This means we need to be extra vigilant with boaters and anglers coming from other states since they could be carriers of AIS beyond out boundaries.  



In 2009, 40,000 boats were inspected and 87,000 boaters were talked to about the importance of preventing the spread of AIS.  

70% of the states public boat launches with at least 1 AIS was visited by watercraft inspectors.  



We are planning on conducting a statewide landing blitz this summer to educate boaters and enforce the laws.



The Water Guard adds a whole new image to this work.�



• Trained volunteers collect data on lake health 
including aquatic invasive species

• Data used to map extent of spread for species

• Contact: Laura Herman
Wed., 11:05 – Great River I

Volunteer Monitoring

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Volunteer monitoring has been a steadily growing portion of our AIS Partnership.  Over 1,000 volunteers are currently located at over 800 lakes in the state.



These volunteers often are the first to observe an AIS.



 If your interested in becoming a Citizen Lake Monitoring volunteer please contact Laura Herman (contact infor at end of presentation), we need more volunteers and would appreciate your participation.�



• Trained volunteers raise & release beetles
• Beetles available for free—great school or 

family project

• Contact: Brock Woods

Purple Loosestrife Biological 
Control

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Purple Loosestrife Biocontrol



-DNR-UWEX partnership



-citizen based project uses safe, highly tested beetles that feed on purple loosestrife to control populations



-volunteers can raise and release beetles into local wetlands



-a great success story—one of our only examples of long-term non-chemical control, and great way for citizens to get involved�



Aquatic Invasive Species 
Grants

• Grant Category
– Education and Prevention
– Early Detection
– AIS Control
– Research and Development
– Maintenance and Containment

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
AIS grants enable the Department to partner with local effort to help educate, prevent the spread, control invasions and respond quickly to AIS infestations.



Approximately $4 million is available annually.  There are two grant cycles each year (Feb and August).



Your SE contact is Heidi Bunk



One of your northern contacts is Kevin Gatherier



The statewide coordinator is Carrol Schaal�



• UW Madison Center for Limnology 
– “Smart Prevention” model
– Rainbow Smelt Eradication – Crystal Lake, WI

• ACOE - low level chemical treatments for EWM

• WDNR - Monitoring Long-Term Effects of Mgmt 
on EWM

• UWSP - EWM Weevils  

• UW Madison – Dept. of Life Science and 
Communications - AIS Strategic Communications

Research Currently Funded

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Research



-DNR provides a small amount of funding to the UW Madison Center for Limnology to understand movement of aquatic invasive species



-Goal is being able to direct prevention and management resources efficiently

-Model is based on three questions: 

	“Can invader X reach this waterbody?” 

	“If yes, can it survive and thrive there?”

	“If yes, will it impact native species and recreation?”



This afternoon we will be holding a AIS Smart Prevention Forum to train individuals which may want to implement this in their area.�



Future Research and Demo 
Projects

• Residual Herbicide Toxicity Research

• Zebra Mussel – Control

• Pathways of Organisms in Trade

• Quagga Mussel – Potential

• Wetland/Riparian AIS control and prevention 
strategies

• Japanese Knotweed – understanding reproductive 
pathways



• Preventing the spread
– VHS (viral hemorhagic septicemia) 2007
– Invasive Species Identification, Classification 

and Control (NR 40) 2009
– Wisconsin Act 55 (Illegal to transport AIS on 

highways) 2009
– Permits

Wisconsin’s AIS Laws

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Departments tool box for preventing  the spread of AIS now includes laws.



First came the VHS law which made it illegal to transport water or live fish, and established laws for the bait fish industry.



NR 40 recently helped to identify and classify invasive species and

 

Wisconsin Act 55 made it illegal to transport AIS on any highway in the state.



Wisconsin is much further ahead of neighboring states with its ability to take enforcement action or cause control of AIS.  Many states rely solely on the “Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers” campaign and don’t do anything else.�



Why do we care?
• Economic impacts

– Fishing industry, tourism, property values

• Ecological impacts
– Native fish, invertebrates, plants 

• Recreational impacts
– Boating, angling, swimming

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Negatively affects economics, ecology and recreational activities

.

Environmental – Disrupts ecosystems.  Loss of diversity.  Degraded fisheries  habitat. 



Economic – In 2001, Wis. Electric Power Companty estimated they were spending $1.2 million per year in the control of ZM.  According to NOAA it is estimated that there is an annual cost of controlling ZM in the Great Lakes between $100 - $400 million.



Whether your from Horsehead Lake in Oneida County, Lauderdale Lake in Walworth Co., or Peppermill Lake in Adams County you need to think about AIS regionally, beyond your shores – multiple lakes working together or a whole county will be much more effective at stopping AIS.





WHATS THE KEY MESSAGE?�



Prevention vs. Restoration
Prevention is always 
cheaper than restoration.



Partnership Outputs
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Partnership Outputs
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Partnership Outputs

P e o p l e  C o n t a c t e d  D u r i n g  C B C W  I n s p e c t i o n s
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Partnership Outputs



Partnership Areas of Growth

• Monitoring
• Enforcement
• Targeted Social Groups
• Research
• Trade Industry
• Partnerships
• Awareness vs. Compliance



Wisconsin’s Partnership



Thanks 
for 

helping



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Meanwhile in a quiet neighborhood just like yours…�



Take me 
to your 

leader…

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Prohibited species!�



Esquire Estate – Germantown, WI

Stormwater Detention Pond

Residential Development



Red Swamp Crayfish

• Project Sequence
– Local citizen observed and called DNR to investigate
– Containment action taken quickly
– Trapping revealed significant population
– Education of subdivision owners
– Law enforcement presence
– Eradication strategy developed and implemented by 

DNR – Treatment with Bleach
– Follow up monitoring in 2010

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Things had to happen quickly to ensure containment.  Once contained a considerable effort went into discovering a control method.  RSC are difficult to control.�



Do you mean I’m 
not in Louisiana?

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Law enforcement was a player in the project.�



Eggs



Trapping Red Swamp Crayfish provided insight into the size of 
the population.

Trap



Staff Investment

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Considerable time and resources were expended to contain, monitor and control the species.  This was unplanned for and hurt other programs.�



Chemical Control 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Special measures had to be taken to allow the use of bleach for this treatment.�



Safety First

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Looking more like space invaders than biologists the treatment required significant safety equipment.�



Treatment 
Day

Media 
Coverage

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Media coverage of the treatment was helpful in getting the word out to the public and provided another opportunity to spread the work about AIS.�


	Wisconsin’s Aquatic Invasive Species Program��A Partnership for Prevention ��A Culture of Containment �and �Managing for Control
	Thank You
	A Summary of Wisconsin’s Partnership
	Education & Outreach Support
	Watercraft Inspection
	Volunteer Monitoring
	Purple Loosestrife Biological Control
	Aquatic Invasive Species Grants �
	Research Currently Funded
	Future Research and Demo Projects
	Wisconsin’s AIS Laws
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Outputs
	Partnership Areas of Growth
	Wisconsin’s Partnership
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Red Swamp Crayfish
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Staff Investment
	Chemical Control 
	Safety First
	Slide Number 33

