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Patterned After An Existing Non-Bird Program

www.arborday.org

Program recognizes 

“urban” communities 

that meet 4 established 

standards

http://www.arborday.org/programs/TreeCityUSA.cfm


Tree City USA – What a Certified Community Receives

Highway Sign

Flag
Plaque

Tree City USA

Milwaukee

31 years

Bird City Wisconsin

Has Developed

Similar Recognition



Tree City USA – And the result: 



Bird City Wisconsin Timeline

2002 -- Bird City idea emerges in WBCI

April 2009 – Steering Committee Formed

May 2009 – Proposal Submitted to TogetherGreen

August 2009 – Awarded an $8K Planning Grant

October 2009 –Coordinator Hired

Fall-Winter 2009/10 – Criteria, Structure Developed

February 2010 – Web Site Launched

March 2010 – Application Process Opens

April 2010 – Working With Several Communities

August 2010 – Wins Renewed TG Funding (Shhh!)

October 2010 – Reviewing 12 Initial Applications



Bird City Wisconsin

TogetherGreen is an innovative alliance

between Audubon and Toyota. 

Environmental groups have received more than

$1 million dollars each of the last 3 years! 

These grants will fund innovative conservation 

projects, ranging from environmental 

education to habitat rehabilitation, 

spanning across the country!



http://www.milwaukeeaudubon.org/Index.htm


Bird City Wisconsin – Communities are

able to select criteria from 5 categories

To be recognized as a Bird City Wisconsin community, 3 items must 

be met from the first category and 1 item from each of the other four 

categories.

• Creation and Protection of Habitat 

• Participation in Program Promoting Effective Forest Management

• Limiting or Removing Hazards to Birds

• Public Education

• International Migratory Bird Day



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• The community is in compliance with

Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law for land use 

planning and resource management.



Smart growth values long-range, 

regional considerations of 

sustainability over a short-term 

focus. One goal is to achieve a 

unique sense of community and place.



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• The community has a park system with

habitat for birds of a number of species.

This is demonstrated by bird monitoring results

and/or other data obtained from the parks.



Breeding Bird Populations:

…Blue Jay – 3 pair

…Barn Swallow – 4 pair

…Black-capped Chickadee – 1 pair

…House Wren – 7 pair

…etc.



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing bird habitat has legal protection.



Land Registry

Fee 

Simple

Legal Protection



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Park planning seeks to provide additional      

bird habitat.



Provide more bird habitat.

Conservation group buys 

prairie chicken habitat

Restore wetlands and native plant communities

Add 

bird 

nest 

boxes



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Community does not restrict “wild” or

natural lawns and landscaping.



No restrictions on natural lawns/landscaping



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Community offers property owners  

information on control/removal of invasive 

plant species.



Invasive plant control information



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Community contains a segment of the 

Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail or 

an Important Bird Area.



Contains Great WI Birding & Nature Trail or an IBA



Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group takes an active role 

in planning process for protecting/enlarging

favorable bird habitat.



Business group involved in planning for more bird habitat



Bird City Wisconsin – Urban Forest Management Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.
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Tree City USA participant



Bird City Wisconsin – Urban Forest Management Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other – Offers communities an 

opportunity to propose an 

alternative achievement 
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A Possible ‘other’ exAmPle

Plants out of Place

The newsletter of the

INVASIVE PLANTS ASSOCIATION 

OF WISCONSIN

Issue 29, September 2010

Invasive Plants

Association 

of Wisconsin

The mission of the IPAW

is to advance our understanding

of invasive plants and encourage

their control in order to promote

good stewardship of the natural

resources of Wisconsin.

http://ipaw.org/index.aspx



Bird City Wisconsin – Hazard Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Active educational program in place to 

control free-roaming cats or publicize 

Cats Indoors program.
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Urban Forest Management



Bird City Wisconsin – Hazards Criteria

Cats Indoors!

The Campaign for Safer 

Birds and Cats

Cats, Birds, 
and You

http://www.abcbirds.org/index.html






Bird City Wisconsin – Hazard Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide information to property

owners on protecting birds

from window strikes.
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Urban Forest Management

http://www.wihumane.org/default.aspx
http://savinglives.wihumane.org/site/Survey?ACTION_REQUIRED=URI_ACTION_USER_REQUESTS&SURVEY_ID=16400


Bird City Wisconsin – Hazard Criteria



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes_____
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Urban Forest Management

Hazard

• Participate in Flying WILD.



Flying WILD, a program of the  

Council for Environmental Education,

introduces students to bird conservation

through standards-based classroom activities

and environmental stewardship projects.

Flying WILD encourages schools to work 

closely with conservation organizations, 

community groups, and businesses involved

with birds to implement school bird festivals 

and bird conservation projects. http://www.flyingwild.org/



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide information to property owners 

on methods to create/enhance 

backyard habitat for birds.
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Urban Forest Management

Hazard



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide info on backyard bird habitat.

• Provide links to organizations having 

info on backyard bird habitat.
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Urban Forest Management

Hazard



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

http://www.nwf.org/
http://www.audubon.org/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/


Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide info on backyard bird habitat.

• Provide links to organizations with backyard bird info.

• Community is represented in at least 1

bird monitoring program.
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Bird City Wisconsin – Habitat Criteria
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Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide info on backyard bird habitat.

• Provide links to organizations with backyard bird info.

• Represented in at least 1 bird monitoring program.

• Community sponsors an annual bird festival.
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Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

Wehr Nature Center

http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/pcfest/index.htm
http://ridgessanctuary.org/2010/04/festival/
http://www.county.milwaukee.gov/BirdFestival19668.htm


Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide info on backyard bird habitat.

• Provide links to organizations with backyard bird info.

• Represented in at least 1 bird monitoring program.

• Community sponsors a bird festival.

• Community has program involving schools, 

garden clubs, etc. in bird conservation activities.
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Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria



Bird City Wisconsin – Public Education Criteria

• Compliance with Wisconsin’s Smart Growth law.

• Park system with bird habitat.

• Existing habitat is legally protected.

• Provide additional bird habitat.

• Wild or natural lawns and landscaping allowed.

• Offer property owners invasive plant control information.

• Contains segment of GWB&NT or an IBA.

• Local business group involved in planning for bird habitat.

• Participate in the Tree City USA program.

• Other._________________________________________

• Educate about cat danger to birds.

• Provide info on protecting birds from window strikes.____

• Flying WILD.

• Provide info on backyard bird habitat.

• Provide links to organizations with backyard bird info.

• Represented in at least 1 bird monitoring program.

• Community sponsors a bird festival.

• Involve schools, garden clubs, etc in bird conservation.__

• Recognize International Migratory Bird Day.
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Hazard

Public 

Education



Bird City Wisconsin – IMBD Criterion





A Dozen Reasons to Become a Bird City 

• Community pride

• Signs tell visitors community cares

• Sustain natural systems in community

• Sustain natural systems worldwide

• Save money

• Make money

• Have fun and relax

• Get outdoors

• Understand nature

• Build community spirit

• Build beneficial networks

• Improve the local environment



www.birdcitywisconsin.org



B

L

O

G

U

P

D

A

T

E

S

O

F

T

E

N





What Bird Cities Get







Status report on Bird City candidate communities

as of 10/2010

Reviewed favorably;  

approval pending

 Mequon

 Stevens Point

 Bayside

Applications under review

 Brookfield

 Green Bay

 Lake Geneva

 Chenequa

 Ozaukee County

 Manitowish Waters 

 Muskego 

Working on an 

application

 Oneida Nation

 Elm Grove

 Ephraim/

Peninsula SP

 Williams Bay

 New London

 McFarland

 West Bend

 Oshkosh

 Racine

 Hales Corners

 Glendale 

Proponents 

seeking interest

• Horicon

• Mayville

• Sheboygan

• Kenosha

• River Falls

• Fond du Lac

• Whitefish Bay

• Ripon 

• Medford

• Town of Grafton

• Prairie du Sac

• Sauk City

• Fox Point



Sustained Flight Awards

Communities that maintain their Bird City status in 

subsequent years will receive an updated insert 

annually for their recognition plaque.

Stickers for updating street signs will be supplied tp mark 

5, 10 & 15 year achievements and for each year thereafter.

High Flyer Awards

Special recognition decals and updated plaques will be 

awarded to each community achieving this status.

A prominent announcement on BirdCityWisconsin.org 

and press releases to appropriate media.



WWW.BIRDCITYWISCONSIN.ORG

Making Our Communities Healthy

For Birds…And People

Bird City Wisconsin




