
It's coming up teasels!
Dear MIPN Member, 

It's high summer in the Midwest, and that means teasel flower heads emerging
on just about every roadside here in the Chicago area. Our crop is mostly cut-
leaf teasel, Dipsacus laciniatus, which is distinguished from its close cousin
common teasel by deeply toothed leaves and short flower bracts. Both species
are a problem in the Midwest, colonizing both disturbed and undisturbed open
sites. Got teasel you need to kill? Solutions for both species can be found in the
MIPN Control Database. A few interesting teasel facts:

It was brought to the U.S. from Europe in the 1700's to aid in wool
processing - the prickly, brush-like flower heads were used to "tease" the
wool fibers.
Today, teasel flowers are sometimes harvested and sold for dried flower
arrangements. However, sale is illegal in many states, including IL, IA,
MN, MO & WI. They might look cool, but the dried heads often contain
viable seed!
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It's biannual - during it's first year of life the basal rosette of leaves above
ground doesn't do much, but below ground it is building a taproot -
sometimes up to 2' long and over 1" diameter!
The genus Scabiosa (garden pincushions) are also in the Dipsacaceae
family. Scabiosa atropurpurea has become invasive in parts of Texas and
California and can be seen on roadsides as far north as Missouri.
However, it is not listed as invasive in any Midwestern state.

Photos: Top: teasel rosettes late in the season. Bottom L: Pincushion flower - a
teasel relative. Bottom R: Spreading invasives is not a good look!

CWMA Support 
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This month, I took my first ever trip to Missouri to assist partners interested in
starting a Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) in the Central Ozark
Region. The region is known for its federally designated scenic rivers and for
providing habitat for the richest biodiversity in the state, including units of the
Mark Twain National Forest and several state conservation areas.
Unfortunately, invasive plants are encroaching, and recent historic flood events
have exacerbated their spread, making coordinated management through the
CWMA approach all the more important. The group just submitted a pre-
proposal to NFWF's Pulling Together Initiative. If successful, the Scenic Rivers
CWMA will be the first CWMA in Missouri. Fingers crossed! Pictured below,
Blue Spring, given its blue appearance by dissolved minerals, drains into the
Current River, one of the designated Central Ozark scenic rivers.

Gone to the Goats

Judging from multiple news stories from around the region, the use of goats to
control invasive plants is really taking off in the Midwest. A talk on the use of
goats at the MIPN-hosted Iowa Invasive Species Conference this spring filled
the room. Although goat grazing for management of natural areas may be a
relative new concept, it has been a range management tool in the Western
states for decades. Despite their reputation for eating anything, goats show
preference for woody plants over most forbs and grasses. Land managers can
exploit this preference to keep grasslands free from shrub encroachment and to
clear forest under-stories plagued by woody invasives. Other benefits include

Subscribe Past Issues

http://weedcenter.org/cwma/index.html
https://www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf
https://www.weather.gov/lsx/12_26_2015
http://www.nfwf.org/pti/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.winonapost.com/Article/ArticleID/55061/Goats-munch-invasive-plants
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lake-county-news-sun/news/ct-lns-goat-island-st-0629-20170628-story.html
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/local/2017/05/29/were-not-kidding-around-meet-iowas-cutest-weed-eater/329999001/
http://texnat.tamu.edu/library/symposia/brush-sculptors-innovations-for-tailoring-brushy-rangelands-to-enhance-wildlife-habitat-and-recreational-value/biological-management-of-brush/
http://eepurl.com/cWxj91
http://us16.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d5f48984a9b6e16aac830c3dd&id=8af8687164
http://us16.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=d5f48984a9b6e16aac830c3dd&id=8af8687164


relatively low levels of soil disturbance compared to hand removal and the
ability to graze in adverse conditions, including on very steep slopes and in
areas with thick poison ivy.

Goats are at home on difficult terrain. Photo: Megan Jones, Lake County Sun News

While there is considerable anecdotal evidence regarding the effectiveness of
goat grazing to manage invasive plants, there is not much in the way of peer-
reviewed study. However, researchers are currently working to remedy that - a
team from the University of Wyoming is studying the impact of goats on
Russian knapweed (Rhaponticum repens) populations, while a team from the
University of Georgia is monitoring plant community change in response to
grazing on two wooded areas on campus.  

Like most invasive plant management techniques, goat grazing is most
effective when it is continued over several seasons, when timing and duration
are planned carefully, and when adaptive management is employed. Natural
managers looking to jump on the goat grazing graze have encountered a few
pit-falls, including local ordinances that prohibit livestock grazing, issues with
workers' unions at public universities, and, in one extreme case, goat theft! 

Have you used goats to control an invasive plant and monitored results? If so,
please consider submitting a case-study to MIPN's Control Database!
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Goats consume under-story brush, allowing more light to reach the forest floor and
allowing native plants to grow. Top: before goat grazing. Bottom: after a season of

grazing. Photos: Twin Pine Farm via The Des Moines Register.

Publications for Sale Online

A quick reminder that MIPN is partnering with The Morton Arboretum's store to
offer our publications for sale online. As a MIPN member, you get 10% off!
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Happy to help.
Please direct any questions, comments or feedback to: 

Clair Ryan, MIPN Coordinator: 
4100 IL Rt 53, Lisle, IL 60532 

mipn@mortonarb.org 
(630) 719-5649
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