
Dear MIPN Member, 

Ah, fall! The days start getting cooler (maybe!), pumpkin
spice flavored stuff starts showing up everywhere (at least
there are some things we can count on!), and plants, invasive
and otherwise, are setting seed and/or getting ready for
winter. We at MIPN hope you've had a very successful and
enjoyable growing season. We have some great information
to share with you this month, primarily of the home grown
variety. A quick programming note - while we feel like we're
moving in the right direction with our electronic newsletter,
we plan to do a little bit of tweaking over the next few
editions. We are going to move to a bi-monthly frequency and
bring back some of the features from our long-form
newsletter that you may have missed, such as state agency
updates and spotlights on innovative project going on
throughout the region. So enjoy the pumpkin spice flavors
and fall foliage while they last, and we'll see you in
November! 
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Clair Ryan, 
MIPN Coordinator

Plants on the Move Public Garden Summit
If you've followed MIPN for a while, you know that we frequently foster
discussions with the green industry (i.e. horticulture and landscape) to
discuss invasive plant issues. Plants on the Move is a continuation of
our work on invasive plants in trade, and is specific to public gardens
and arboreta, which play a dual role as both importers of exotic plants
and as stewards of natural areas and champions of biodiversity.
Invasive plant concerns are not new issues for most public gardens or
arboreta - our meeting was based on the foundation established by the
St. Louis Declaration of 2002. MIPN is happy to partner with The
Morton Arboretum and the Ohio Invasive Plants Council on this
project. 
Our meeting, held in November of 2016, was designed as a forum to
share progress on detecting and tracking plant movement and public
gardens over the last 15 years and to foster discussion on specific
steps that the public garden community can take to better share
observations of plant movement/escape from cultivation both with
each other and with outside audiences. The full summary of the
meeting is now available. Click here to download the pdf, or here to
visit our new landing page for the project, which contains a bit more
detail that we have room for here.  
We were encouraged by the level of discussion at Plants on the Move.
There is great potential for public gardens to act as sentinels against
new invaders, observing aggressive spread and escaping behavior of
new exotic imports before others would be able to. Our next steps will
be to share the summary with a broader audience of public garden
participants, to engage more institutions in the project, and to explore
potential venues and tools for sharing data about plant movement
between institutions.
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Representatives from 23 public gardens and arboreta representing 17 U.S.
states and one Canadian province met at The Morton Arboretum, November
10-11, 2016.

Upcoming Webinar 
 

Speaking of public gardens, Dr. Hans Landel from the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center in Texas will be giving a free webinar on invasive plant citizen
science on October 19 at 2pm Central/3pm Eastern. The webinar is hosted by
the National Association of Invasive Plant Councils. Watch this space for a
registration link. 

(Official) Save the Date!

We shared the dates for the 2018 Upper Midwest Invasive Species
Conference (UMISC) a little while ago, but now the planning team has
started meeting and the official save the date is out! If you'd like to
help spread the word, please download the Save the Date as an
image or pdf from MIPN's homepage.
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Out with the Old Content, in with the New

While MIPN's website has long been recognized as a source of high quality
information about invasive plant matters for the Midwest, we'll be the first to
admit that it needs some clean-up. Over the years, some of the links have
become broken and information has become outdated. Rest assured, we're
working on it! Most recently, we revamped the Prevention Page and its
subpages related to preventing invasive plant introduction and spread through
gardening/landscaping and outdoor recreation. We also revamped the Early
Detection and Rapid Response (EDRR) Landing Page. Please take a look, and
as always, we welcome your feedback!

Happy to help.
Please direct any questions, comments or feedback to: 

Clair Ryan, MIPN Coordinator: 
4100 IL Rt 53, Lisle, IL 60532 

mipn@mortonarb.org 
(630) 719-5649
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