
In the Fall of 2022, MIPN issued a survey to invasive plants experts across the Midwest and asked them to
identify early detection species for the region. Early detection species are defined as plants that are either a) not
yet present in the Midwest, but are prevalent and spreading in neighboring regions, or b) present in the Midwest in
relatively small or isolated populations with high risk of further spread. We received a total of 65 responses with
all the states and provinces of the MIPN region represented. In total, 50 species or species complexes were named
in the survey. Our team reviewed this list and selected 10 species to highlight based both on the frequency of
naming in the survey and our professional expertise. We have also indicated which species were named as the
greatest concern to each individual state/province. Learn more about each of these species and how to identify
and report them at mipn.org/edrr/early-detection-species/. 

On our Radar: 
Emerging Invasive Plants in the Midwest

Lesser celandine - Ficaria verna (15)
Japanese stiltgrass* - Microstegium vimineum (13)
Poison hemlock -Conium maculatum (12)
Teasels - Dipsacus spp. (11)
Japanese hops - Humulus japonicus (8)

The Top Ten List
These were the most frequently named plant species in order of the number of responses (in parentheses).

Plants that were named as emerging invasives by all 10 states/provinces are indicated by an asterisk.

The MIPN region includes the
upper Midwestern states of
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kentucky,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Ohio, and Wisconsin, and the
Province of Ontario, Canada.

Lesser celandine (aka fig buttercup) - Ficaria verna
This spring ephemeral forms dense carpets along river
banks and within forests, excluding native spring
wildflowers. It is thought to spread primarily from root
tubers. Lesser celendine was named the greatest
emerging invasive plant concern for Illinois, Indiana,
Kentucky, Missouri, and Wisconsin.

Japanese chaff flower - Achyranthes japonica (8)
Mile-a-minute* - Persicaria perfoliata (7)
Porcelain berry* -Ampelopsis brevipedunculata (7)
Swallow-worts* - Cynanchum spp. (7)
Amur cork tree - Phellodendron amurense (7)

 

Japanese stiltgrass -
Microstegium vimineum         
 Japanese stiltgrass is an annual,
carpet-forming grass that
spreads by seed and thrives in
shady, forests and floodplains.
The off-center silvery leaf
midrib and stilted roots are key
identifying features.  It was
named an emerging invasive
plant for all 10 states and of
greatest concern for Illinois,
Michigan, and Wisconsin.
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Black and pale swallow-wort - Cynanchum louiseae  and Cynanchum rossicum
These vines are often found along roadsides and in forests. Not only do they form tangled thickets
that crowd out native vegetation, but as members of the milkweed family, they attract monarch
butterflies which lay their eggs on these plants, but the caterpillars cannot survive on the leaves.
Named an emerging concern for all 10 states with greatest concern in Indiana and Wisconsin.

 
 Amur cork tree - Phellodendron amurense 

Named for its thick, corky bark, this species produces black fruits that are spread by birds. It is
allelopathic, altering soil conditions and suppressing the regeneration of native trees. Mature trees
can cast significant shade, suppressing the growth of native understory herbs and shrubs and the
regeneration of canopy trees.

Mile-a-minute weed - Persicaria perfoliata 
Mile-a-minute weed thrives on the sunny edges of forests, pastures and roadsides, spreading by
self-pollinated seed production early in the year. Pea-sized blue fruits distinguish it from native
tearthumbs. It creates dense cover, inhibiting the survival and growth of vegetation underneath.
This plant was named an emerging concern for all 10 states, with greatest concern in Ontario. 

 
 Porcelain berry - Ampelopsis brevipedunculata

Named an emerging concern for all 10 states, this woody vine can grow 25' in a single season,
quickly creating dense monocultures. Multi-colored berries and smooth, non-peeling bark
differentiate it from other (native) vines in the grape family.

 
 

Poison hemlock - Conium maculatum
Poison hemlock is most often found along roadsides and in riparian areas. Wind and human
activity lead to seed spread. All parts of the plant are highly toxic to mammals. This plant reaches
3-9' in height with hollow, purple-spotted stems, and compound umbels of white flowers up to 5"
in diameter.

 

Teasels - Dipsacus spp. 
The seeds of Common and Cutleaf Teasel spread by wind, wildlife and human activity, readily
invading disturbed roadside and residential areas as well as grassland habitats, and displacing
native species. It is of greatest concern to Minnesota where it is regulated as a noxious weed.

 

Japanese hop - Humulus japonicus
A relative of brewers hops, this plant forms dense mats in riparian zones and spreads by seed
during floods. A variegated cultivar is in trade. It is of greatest concern to Iowa and Minnesota.

 
 

Japanese chaff flower -Achyranthes japonica 
Japanese chaff flower thrives in shady forests and floodplains. With its tall (up to 6'), dense
growth pattern, it shades and displaces native vegetation. Seeds can be carried to new sites via
water, they also readily attach to fur and clothing. This plant is of greatest concern for Indiana,
Kentucky, and Ohio.
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