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Main Project Area: Bayfield County, WI
(Northwoods CWMA covers Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland, and Iron Counties)



Places worth protecting!

• State natural areas, wildlife areas, and fisheries areas 

• Wilderness areas 

• Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

• Tribal National Park

• Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest 

• North Country National Scenic Trail 

• National wildlife refuges

• Ramsar Wetland of International Importance

• Lake Superior coastal wetlands an estuaries 

• Wetland Gems

• National Wild and Scenic Rivers

• Priority Navigable Waters, Public Rights Features and Areas of 

Special Natural Resources Interest



We have Japanese, Giant, Dwarf Japanese, 

and likely Bohemian Knotweed

Japanese
Dwarf Japanese

Giant

Bohemian or other?









Tracking the knotweed sites

Spreadsheet includes: 
• Landowner information

• Permission expiration date

• Location/GPS coordinates

• Treatment method

• Herbicide used

• Gallons applied

• Specimen collected Y/N

• Other pertinent information
• Area of infestation/current status

• Misc. notes

• Persons involved

• Surfactant used

• Equipment used

• Date and time

• Species

• How mixed

• Sign placed Y/N

• Weather

Most notifications done via email then the data is recorded 

into the tracker

Knotweed Tracker contributed to by NCWMA partners and then shared















Methods Employed

• Cut stump with triclopyr – unsuccessful*

• Foliar with aminopyralid – about 75%-100% control *

• Late July mowing/cutting with aminopyralid

foliar treatment in September (tested at 1 Site)

– 75% control 1st year, 50% control 2nd year *

• Cut stump glyphosate/aminopyralid – 50%-60% control*

• Dip shear method with glyphosate – To Be Determined

*percent control based on general field observations

Other methods 
• Stem injection

• Scraped stem

• Two Cuttings/season then herbicide

Treatment methods



The knotweed killer mix

½ oz. per gallon Milestone (aminopyralid)

½ oz. per gallon of surfactant (we use Liberate or Cide Kick II)

Blazon blue dye

Applied as a foliar spray



Primary treatment 2014: 

Cut majority of sites in early summer 

Treat with a foliar spray in September



Coming back next year we find….

Extent of our reach

Individual shoots with reduced growth

Remaining leaves show reduced growth 

and damage for over 2 years

100% control for 3 years (at a small 

percent of sites)



2011 2013

Milestone foliar Spray



2013 2014

Milestone foliar Spray



Cut Stump with glyphosate/aminopyralid

20142013



Challenges we 

have faced…



Know the Property Boundaries



Gravel pit: a possible vector with lots of knotweed and 

challenging slopes



Utilizing partners with better equipment



After and after shot

2013 2014



Resort on Lake Superior

Privately owned sites visited by the 

public :

• B & B’s, Resorts, Motels

• Campgrounds

• Orchards

• Waste Transfer Sites

These high traffic 

sites are sometimes 

unwilling to comply  

with WI DNR NR 40



Potential damage to valuable physical 

structures and still refuse assistance



Project Support = Partners, 

volunteers, landowners, interns, 

experts, town road crews



Site visits with Mark Renz, Extension Weed Specialist/UW-

Madison Assistant Professor  



Conclusions:
• Aminopyralid (Milestone) foliar treatment works best

• The more above ground plant/leaf tissue, the more effective control

• Cutting stimulates wider rhizome growth, but shorter stem growth

• Continuous monitoring and persistence essential in control

Questions:
• What accounts for such wide variety in results? 

– Weather, expanse of Rhizome tissue, accuracy of mix, amount of surfactant, sprayer used

• Effectiveness of other treatments (mechanical)?

• Where else is knotweed being controlled, methods used, results?
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Questions?

Further info contact:

Pam Roberts, NCWMA Coordinator

info@northwoodscwma.org

(715) 373-6167

www.northwoodscwma.org

http://www.northwoodscwma.org/

