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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES IMPACTS

$11 BILLION/YEAR FOR FISH AND MOLLUSK 

MANAGEMENT

STUDIES ESTIMATED PROPERTY VALUES ON INFESTED 

WATER BODIES WERE REDUCED BY 15%

ZEBRA & QUAGGA MUSSELS AFFECT FISH POPULATIONS 

AND CLOG PIPES



ZEBRA/QUAGGA MUSSEL INVASIVES

Offutt AFB Lake 

July 2014



NEBRASKA’S ANS OUTREACH

• SURVEY STATIONS & BOAT INSPECTIONS AT HIGH RISK 

WATERBODIES

• ATTENDANCE AT FISHING TOURNAMENTS, OUTREACH 

EVENTS AND EXPOS

• VELIGER SAMPLING THROUGHOUT THE STATE

• OUTREACH TO BAIT SHOPS & BOAT DEALERS



NEBRASKA BOATER SURVEYS 2011-2014

• GAGE PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE OF AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS)

• DETERMINE HOW PEOPLE LEARN ABOUT AIS

• DETERMINE IF THE PUBLIC EMPLOY BOAT INSPECTION AND 

DECONTAMINATION PROCEDURES TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF AIS

• EXAMINE INTER AND INTRA STATE MOVEMENTS OF BOATS TO 

IDENTIFY AIS INTRODUCTION PATHWAYS



TOTAL SURVEYS COMPLETED

Year
Completed 

Surveys

Waterbodies 

Surveyed Technicians

2011 3,116 18 7

2012 1,346 14 6

2013 2,351 20 7

2014 1,912 17 6



TABLET DATA ENTRY



SNAP SURVEYS SOFTWARE BENEFITS

• REAL TIME RESULTS

•QUERY RESULTS

• SHARE DATA WITH OTHER PARTNERS

•CAN CHANGE SURVEY AND IT KEEPS THE DATA 

ORGANIZED

•CAN USE PAPER AND ELECTRONIC SURVEYS



Built In Summaries



2012-2014 BOATER SURVEY RESULTS



How Boaters Learned About Zebra/Quagga Mussels
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BOATERS WHO INSPECT THEIR WATERCRAFT
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BOAT OWNER INSPECTIONS
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SUPPORT FOR BOATER REGISTRATION INCREASE FOR AIS PREVENTION

$1
25%

$2
11%

$3
16%

$4
12%

$5-$10
20%

$10 or More
6%

Would Not Support
10%

90% of people would 

support an increase in boater 

registration 
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BOAT INSPECTION BUDGET COMPARISON
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PROPOSAL FOR INCREASE IN BOATER REGISTRATION

Boat Length 3 Year Registration Fee
Proposed Aquatic 
Invasive Species 
Prevention Fee

Less than16 ft and all canoes $23

$4 Fee on all permits

16-25 ft $46

26-39 ft $67.50

40 ft or > $115

Demo permits for dealers or 
manufacturers

$46

A $4 increase in boater registration would allow for a 

budget of $346,000



QUESTIONS?


