Frozen Down U nder
A 3-—Year Asse'ssment of Ice Anglers
and Aqvuaﬁc Invasive Specie‘s




Background

» Oneida County, WI has over
+1100 lakes

Home of the Minocqua
Chain of Lakes (6400 acres)
and the Three Lakes Chain of
Lakes (7000 acres)

Over 31,000 people
contacted via the Clean
Boats Clean Waters (CBCW)
program in 2013

What about winter???

Some lakes/landings receive
heavy ice fishing pressure
during winter




Objectives

To be visible and increase AlS
awareness to ice anglers at
heavily ice-fished lakes.




2. To perform AIS outreach at ice
fishing tournaments.
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3. To create an ice fishing survey that
we could both gather data from and

give us opportunities to discuss AIS with
anglers.

Oneida County Ice Fishing Survey

- In addition to ice fishing do you also do open water fishing?

3 Yes J Ne

. How often do you ice fish multiple lakes in one day?

T Never J Often
T Rarely J Sometimes O Always
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3. What spedies of fish do you ice fish for? [check all that apply) - > 9 questlons ————
T Panfish  Northern
3 walleye J Some other fish?
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T Option to fill in name and

contact information to be

registered for a drawing

. During a typical winter, how many ice fishing toumaments do you fish? If none, please
enter “0F.

| typically fish ice fishing each year
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Multiple baitshops

throughout county donated
prizes




Winter 2012

» Hired Angela Wenninger,
quickly, in late January after
getting the OK on the
project from WDNR

Funding was for mileage and
staffing only

Missed some early
tournaments in January

Total of 172 surveys
completed

Surveys showed some
interesting results!




Winter 2013

» Awarded a WEEB grant that
included mileage, staffing,
AlS ice shack, outreach flags,
and misc. supplies

Hired Chris Hamerla in early
January

Added 2 questions to survey

to gather data on travel
patterns

Total of 345 surveys
completed, with an
estimated 1000 people
contacted!




Winter 2014

» One tough winter

» Only 114 anglers surveyed!

» Extreme cold, deep snow
conditions, and tournament
cancellations proved
difficult for winter outreach




Findings
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Findings

m 2012 N=169
2013 N=338
® 2014 N=111

m 2012 N=168

Very interesting and not —N m2013 N-338
expected!
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[Lessons Learned

» Clean Boats Clean Waters
inspections appear to miss a
segment of the population

| > Not all anglers have boats, so do
not frequent boat landings

» Anglers may live on a lake, fish
smaller lakes without CBCW
inspectors, or fish on rivers
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[ essons [earned

> Ice anglers were approachable,
laid back, and willing to fill out
surveys

» Outreach during winter months
generated engaging, productive,
and positive AIS discussions

» AIS Outreach Specialists were
able to discuss angler’s risky
behaviors while that behavior

was happening




Final Thoughts

> Are ice anglers LOW RISK at
transporting AIS?

> Probably, but greater than 90%
of them fish open water too!

> Should we continue winter AIS
conversations?

» We think YES, but will limit AIS
winter outreach to ice fishing
tournaments and AlS-infected

waterbodies
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