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Past, Present and Future



About SEWISC

• Initial organization as a Cooperative Weed Management Area in 2007

• Boundaries selected to encompass the 8-county WDNR SE Region

• All 16  MIPN Cookbook steps completed in 2011

• Obtained 501(c)3 status in June 2010

John T. Barry, Quarles & Brady

• Became membership organization in 2010



More about SEWISC

A broad-based coalition that promotes efficient and effective 

management of invasive species throughout an eight-county region.  

Multi-taxa focus includes terrestrial and aquatic plant and animal 

invasive species.

Mission: 

To educate the public and protect biodiversity and ecological function 

throughout the region, contributing to a high quality of life for present 

and future generations.





Board of Directors & Staff

 Executive Officers:

President  - Jerry Ziegler,  The Nature Conservancy 

Vice President - Theresa Morgan,  River Revitalization Foundation

Secretary - Julia Robson,  Milwaukee County Parks

Treasurer  - Jim Reinartz,  UW-Milwaukee Field Station

 At large:

August Marie Ball,  Student Conservation Association

Drew Ballantyne,  Root-Pike WIN & Sole Proprietor

Nan Calvert, Kenosha/Racine Land Trust

Laura Giese,  Graef-USA, Inc. / Virginia Tech.

Mike Grisar,  We Energies

Andy Holschbach,  Ozaukee County

Steve Klock,  Sheboygan County

Steve McCarthy,  Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewage District

Mike Yanny, Johnson’s Nursery Inc.

Part-time Executive Director: Jill Hapner



SEWISC Planning



SEWISC

Education & Outreach

Builds understanding and the “political will” needed 

to solve the problem.



SEWISC Website
www.sewisc.org



Volunteer Workday Calendar



SEWISC Annual Symposia



Educating the Next Generation

http://groups.google.com/a/sewisc.org/groups/profile?hl=en&myprofile
http://groups.google.com/a/sewisc.org/groups/profile?hl=en&myprofile


College Internship

Program

Student interns learned to identify, map, control, and manage 

invasive plants and animals



Volunteer Stewards

Volunteers don’t get paid, 

not because they are worthless, 

but because they are priceless.

Garlic mustard controlRoadside Survey



SEWISC Annual 

Sweat Equity Award

2010 Martha & John Lunz2009 Mary & Lee Krueger

2011 Melissa Warner 2012 Sherry Speth 

2013 Mike Fort

http://groups.google.com/a/sewisc.org/groups/profile?hl=en&myprofile
http://groups.google.com/a/sewisc.org/groups/profile?hl=en&myprofile


SEWISC

Preventing the Spread



SEWISC Representatives

Meet with Roadway Managers



SEWISC Invasive Plant Survey - 2011

http://www.eddmaps.org/

Check it out!

The SEWISC Roadside 

Survey data is available on 

the national invasive 

species database, 

EDDMapS

Ozaukee County, WI

http://www.eddmaps.org/


SEWISC Assistance Program
Expertise     Equipment     Site selection 

River Revitalization Foundation

Sheboygan County Volunteer

Invasive Species Ground Army 

Student Conservation Assoc.

UW-Madison Agronomy 

Department 

Friends of the

Cedarburg Bog

2013 Awards



Savanna Restoration
James E. Dutton Foundation, Inc., Milwaukee County Department of Parks, 

Recreation and Culture and the Waukesha County Land Conservancy

Franklin Savanna 
State Natural Area 

Eagle Centre Prairie State 
Natural Area/Oak Savanna

Red-headed woodpecker
(Melanerpes erythrocephalus)

Kittentail

(Besseya bullii)



Biological Control

Creating beetle nurseries

in southeastern Wisconsin



SEWISC

Garlic Mustard Pull-A-Thon

7.53 tons pulled

26 teams

638 volunteers

$4,510 raised



SEWISC

What’s

Next?



2015 Work Plan

Continue to partner with organizations to control invasive plant 

populations through our Assistance Program. 

Plan and implement the 3rd annual Southeastern Wisconsin Garlic 

Mustard Pull-A-Thon. 

Continue to deliver roadside survey data to local governments and  

adjacent landowners.  Build partnerships to provide technical 

assistance and support for long-term management.

Continue to educate and provide assistance to the general public.

Continue to reach out to the green industry and land management 

professionals and provide a forum to share information.

Develop a Strategic Plan for 2016 – 2020!



Cedarburg Bog

Cherry Lake Sedge Meadow

Bluff Creek

Warnimont Bluff Fens
Kohler Dunes

Kettle Moraine Low Prairie
Martin’s Woods

Chiwaukee Prairie
Lulu Lake

Pike Lake



People making a difference

in Southeastern Wisconsin!


