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➢ Wisconsin aquatic invasive species outreach 
historically aimed at boaters and anglers.

➢ A need to expand to other groups.

➢ Get people to practice invasive species prevention 
methods beyond boating and fishing.

➢ Increase the list of partners to increase early detection 
of invasive species.

➢ Keep the message consistent: 
 INSPECT, REMOVE, DRAIN

This presentation has an aquatic theme but is relevant to terrestrial activities. 



What users groups are out there?

Water recreation

Natural Areas: Hiking, birding, etc.

• Hunting & Trapping
• Fishing



Why engage trappers in prevention and 
early detection of invasive species?
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They cover a lot of area and go places many people will never see.

Trappers notice things.



Why engage trappers in prevention and 
early detection of invasive species?

➢ Trappers often cover multiple properties or waters.

➢ Trappers are typically required to check their traps daily 
meaning they are constantly traveling across their entire 
area.

➢ Equipment and footwear can transport invasive species.

➢ Trappers go places most others don’t so they can be great 
partners to have for early detection.

➢ Most trappers notice changes in habitat and when 
something is out of place.

➢ They are out there daily and can notice changes early.

➢ They care about the habitat and natural resources



Where and how to engage trappers?

Educational events: 
Trappers Ed 

classes, college 
courses, natural 
resource classes 

(UWSP Fur School)

Recreational events:
Sport shows, District 
rendezvous, statewide and 
national trapping events 
(Wisconsin Trappers Assoc, National 
Trappers Assoc, Fur Takers Assoc 
conventions)



Other means to reach out to trappers.



How to present the message.

Why is it important to trappers?
Be practical. Trappers won’t likely buy separate traps for a 
different area.  And they surely aren’t going to bleach their traps! But, 
most trappers want clean traps and a good number may re-boil and dye 
their traps once a year.

Explain the benefits of preventing the 
spread of invasive species. Quality food & habitat.

Ensure them that reporting their 
observations is important to managing 
new infestations.
Explain things relevant to how/when 
they’ll see it.  Purple loosestrife won’t be purple in fall/winter! 



No!Yes!



Aspen: Good beaver food. Honeysuckle: Not used as food.
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The prevention speaking points.

Before moving to a 
new place.

-Inspect and 
removal all mud 
and debris from 
traps, trap stakes & 
shovels.

-Drain all water 
from watercraft and 
equipment.

-Clean all footwear.



The healthy wetlands speaking points.
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Diverse, healthy wetland.



Low diversity, wetland taken over with 
purple loosestrife.





Other critters benefit from muskrats and diverse 
habitat as well. 



…and still other critters benefit from the others that 
benefit from the muskrats.



And the list goes on.
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