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Minnesota Seed Law

▶ Seed offered for sale in 
containers for sowing purposes

▶ Based on truth-in-labeling 
principles

▶ Keeps industry fair and protects 
buyers of seed

▶ Keeps noxious weeds out of the 
environment



How does seed get from the field to a bag?

1. Seed is planted in spring

2. Adult plants establish over 
summer

3. Seed from adult plants is 
harvested in fall

4. Seed is cleaned following the 
harvest and many seeds are 
fully conditioned

5. Seed is tested by a seed lab

6. Seed is bagged and labeled 
based off of the seed test from 
the seed lab

❖ Seed control officials inspect 
bagged and labeled seed



What’s on the label?
Lot - Definite quantity of seed where every portion is uniform (within a 
tolerance). A lot is usually a large quantity of seed that was tested to 
determine kinds, germination, and other contents. Then the large 
quantity is broken up into smaller containers (e.g. bags) that are all 
labeled the same based off of the lab test. Lots also provide traceability 
(where did the seed originate/come from?)



Seed Inspection Process

Inspector goes to 
seed firm or retail 
outlet and takes 

seed samples

Seed samples 
are submitted 
to regulatory 
seed lab for 
analysis of 
purity and 

germination Our lab results are 
compared to label claims 

with tolerance

Seed label 
claim is within 
tolerance of 

our lab result:
PASS

Seed label claim is not within 
tolerance of our lab result:

WARNING OR VIOLATION

Work with firm on 
corrective action



Samples by 
Inspector Total Samples Percentage

Don Opdahl 249 13.75%

Jeff Siira 628 34.68%

Kevin Ballman 176 9.72%

Michael Merriman 206 11.37%
County Ag 
Inspectors 552 30.48%

Grand Total 1811 100.00%



2018 Inspection Results…So far



2018 Inspection Results…So far



Categories of Seed

▶ Agricultural

▶ Corn

▶ Soybeans

▶ Cover crop

▶ Retail

▶ Turf grass

▶ Vegetable

▶ Food (deer) plot

▶ Native

▶ Pollinator gardens

▶ Conservation plots

▶ Wildflower

Garden Pic needed



Commodity Crop Seed

▶ Corn, soybean, and alfalfa

▶ Uniform clean seed

▶ Stable germination

▶ Low probability of weed seed



Cover Crop Seed

▶ Small grains, legumes, and 
grasses

▶ Number of uses

▶ Difficult to regulate

▶ Can introduce weed seeds if 
not regulated



Retail Seed
▶ Lots of different seeds!

▶ Turf grass, vegetable seed, flower, 
food plot, and more!

▶ Sold in large to small bags and as 
home gardener seed packs

▶ Seeds packed for home gardeners 
have different labeling requirements



Seed Library/Nonprofit/Educational Exemption
▶ MN Seed Law allows for interpersonal sharing of seed for home, educational, charitable, or personal 

noncommercial use

▶ Hand seed collection is legal if:

▶ *The seeds do not contain prohibited or restricted weed seeds or seeds listed as noxious

▶ The seeds are not being sold

▶ Seed does not require label

http://seedstock.com/2015/05/03/the-little-library-that-could-advocates-change-seed-exchange-laws-in-minnesota/



VIOLATION – 
This Packet is 

missing lot number, 
net weight 



Online Seed Sales
▶ Amazon, Etsy, Craigslist, etc.

▶ Online seed sellers are often not 
permitted to sell seed in MN

▶ Very difficult to regulate

▶ You can send in a seed complaint or 
email Arrest the Pest



Native Seed and Wildflowers

▶ Conservation programs, 
pollinator gardens, etc.

▶ Varied seed, Harder to 
get uniform seed 
samples

▶ Varied germination



State Programs for Native Seed

▶ Many programs

▶ Complex mixes all site 
dependent

▶ Lots of demand for 
native seed!

Board of Water and Soil Resources
 Pollinator Toolbox

Minnesota Dept of Transportation Native Seed Mix Design Manual



Can invasive species be sold as weed?
▶ Not all species have the same definition 

depending on stakeholder

▶ For example Reed Canarygrass

▶ Invasive in wetlands

▶ Valuable to farmers

▶ Noxious Weed Advisory Committee Risk 
Assessment in 2017 determined that it 
will not be regulated in MN

▶ Seed program does not regulate invasive 
species that are not on the noxious weed 
or noxious weed seeds lists

▶ Conclusion: it is legal to sell many 
invasive species in Minnesota Reed Canarygrass 

(Phalaris 
arundinacea) An 
invasive species 

that is not 
regulated



Minnesota Noxious 
Weed Seeds
▶ Prohibited noxious weed seeds

▶ Seeds that are prohibited from being 
in any seed because they are highly 
destructive and difficult to control 
(e.g. Palmer amaranth)

▶ Restricted noxious weed seeds

▶ Noxious weed seeds that are 
restricted to a limited amount and 
must be noted on the label if 
present (e.g. hoary alyssum 1 seed 
per pound)

▶ Minnesota noxious weed law

▶ Different list from the noxious weed 
seeds, but still applies to seeds 
being sold in Minnesota

▶ Includes 42 species that are either 
prohibited (eradicate or control) or 
restricted (restricted sale only)

▶ Lists are not currently aligned



What does this plant species mean to you?
▶ Field bindweed (Convulus 

arvensis)

▶ Not on MN noxious weed list

▶ Prohibited noxious weed 
seed

▶ Illegal to sell as seed but 
not regulated by weed law

Howard F. Schwartz, Colorado State University, Bugwood.org

https://www.forestryimages.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5395004#collapseseven


What does this plant species mean to you?
▶ Palmer amaranth 

(Amaranthus palmeri)

▶ Noxious weed species in MN

▶ Noxious weed seed species



Noxious Weeds
▶ Seed inspectors must follow up on 

claims stating noxious weed seeds 
or noxious weeds are present in 
seed.

▶ When noxious weeds are found at 
new plantings, the seed that was 
used is highly suspect

▶ The MN Dept of Ag seed and weed 
teams work together on 
investigations of noxious weeds 
found in the field

Spotted Knapweed 
(Centaurea stoebe) 
A prohibited noxious 
weed on the control 

list 



A noxious weed is found at a farmer’s conservation planting. 
What do we ask as seed inspectors?

▶ Who did the farmer get the seed from?

▶ Who was contracted to plant the seed? Who is the initial labeler of seed?

▶ Where did the seed come from?

▶ Does the seed have a lot number? What is the state of origin?

▶ Is the seed label truthful?

▶ We obtain file samples or field samples of the seed that was used in the planting. If it is a mix (e.g. 
pollinator mix), we request file samples of all the individual lots (species) used to create the mix.

▶ Our seed lab tests purity on the seed, to determine the percentages of all species in the seed and if 
noxious weeds are present or not.

▶ Does the seed sample have the noxious weed observed in the field?

▶ Can we rule out seed as a pathway?

▶ What other pathways could have brought the noxious weed into that new conservation planting?



▶ Purchase seed that has a full label

▶ If you are doing large seed collections 
(nonprofit exemption), consider submitting a 
sample for a noxious weed examination

▶ For native/conservation plantings, select 
species that are endemic to your region

▶ Contact MN Dept of Ag Seed Program or file a 
complaint if you observe noxious weeds or 
other issues in your seed or new planting 
that indicates an untruthful seed label

Best Practices



Thank you!

Michael Merriman
Michael.Merriman@state.mn.us

651-201-6386
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