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About the North American Invasive Species Network (NAISN)...
Over the past two centuries, human population growth and development 
substantially altered waterways and what remains of the natural landscape in 
North America.  Once contiguous across the continent, wetland and upland 
ecosystems are often mere remnants that are now being further degraded and 
diminished by invasive species.   North America’s Great Lakes, Gulf of Mexico, 
and freshwater lakes and river basins have also been significantly impacted 
by non-native species invasions.  These biological invasions have increased 
because of expanded global trade and its associated intentionally imported 
species or related biological hitchhikers.  These non-native species invasions 
exacerbate our ability to conserve what remains of North America’s biological 
heritage, especially on public conservation lands and waterways.
 
NAISN is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization formed in 2010 by university 
and government scientists across North America.  Membership is targeted  
to regional university centers and institutes, government institutions, non-
profit organizations, research labs and/or other groups and individuals with 
invasive species interests and qualifications that are valuable to the mission of 
NAISN.  Because invasive species cross governmental jurisdictional boundary 
lines, NAISN unifies and connects existing regional invasive species efforts 
into a single network for better communication, collaboration and overall 
coordination to help current invasive species management and prevention 
efforts throughout North America.

www.naisn.org

For more information,  
please visit NAISN’s website at  

www.naisn.org 
or contact naisn.coordinator@gmail.com
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MISSION STATEMENT – NAISN is a consortium that uses a coordinated network to advance 
science-based understanding and enhance management of non-native, invasive species.
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The Center for Aquatic and Invasive 
Plants (CAIP) at the University of Florida-
IFAS, Gainesville, Florida, USA, is a multidisciplinary 
research, teaching and extension unit directed to: develop 
environmentally sound techniques for the management 
of aquatic and natural area weed species; coordinate 
invasive aquatic plant research; and provide education 
and outreach about the impacts and management of 
invasive plants. The Center utilizes expertise from 
many departments within UF/IFAS and its Agricultural 
Research and Education Centers throughout the State  
of Florida.

The Center for Invasive Species 
& Ecosystem Health (CISEH) 
located at the University of Georgia, Tifton, Georgia, 
USA, serves a lead role in development, consolidation 
and dissemination of information and programs focused 
on invasive species, forest health, and natural resource 
and agricultural management through technology 
development, program implementation, training, 
applied research and public awareness at the state, 
regional, national and international levels.

The Center for Invasive Species 
Management (CISM) was established 
in 2000 to better address the looming invasive species 
management issue at the regional level, to protect 
non-invaded ecosystems, and to build bridges between 
land managers, scientists, educators, and policy 
makers.  CISM is housed within the Land Resources 
and Environmental Sciences Department on the campus 
of Montana State University-Bozeman (USA), an 1862 
Land Grant University.  A respected western regional 
hub for invasive species expertise, CISM has collaborated 
and established strong partnerships with federal, state, 
and county agencies, tribes, the research community, 
Extension Services, conservation organizations, and 
the public. Over the years, these partnerships have 
helped promote broader awareness of, and progressive 
sustainable solutions, to invasive species problems 
not just in the western U.S., but nationally and 
internationally.

The National Commission for the 
Knowledge and Use of Biodiversity 
(CONABIO) goal is to promote, coordinate, 
support and carry out activities aimed at 
increasing awareness of biodiversity and 
its conservation and sustainable use for the benefit of 
society.  Its Invasive Species Program seeks to contribute 
to the conservation of the natural capital and human 
welfare through actions focused on increasing and 
spreading knowledge on the situation of invasive 
species in Mexico.  CONABIO gathers and produces 
data on invasive species from across Mexico; has a 
rapid screening method for assessing invasive species 
in Mexico; collaborates on regional, national, and 
international projects; analyzes the effects of climate 
change and economic impacts of invasive species and 
is coordinating a GEF project to implement Mexico’s 
national invasive species strategy at national level.

The Geosystems Research 
Institute (GRI) at Mississippi State 
University-Starkville, USA, created the institutional-level 
GRI to combine and integrate academic and operational 
units active in conducting and coordinating research 
and educational activities in geospatial technologies 
and resource management - particularly agriculture, 
forestry, water resources, computational modeling, 
and visualization.  GRI provides capabilities in remote 
sensing computational technologies, visualization 
techniques, agriculture and natural resource 
management and the transition of these into operational 
agency research, planning and decision-support 
programs.  GRI has developed nationally recognized 
invasive species research strengths with strong 
relationships with state, regional and national agencies 
and business entities.

The Invasive Species Centre (ISC), 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada, 
is a not-for-profit organization focusing on Ontario 
and the Great Lakes.  ISC also partners with adjacent 
provinces and the U.S. Great Lakes states.  The ISC is 
an important part of Canada’s and Ontario’s efforts 
to respond to invasive species and the ever-increasing 
threats that they pose from both ecological and socio-
economic perspectives.  By forging a strong network 

among federal and provincial government agencies, 
academia, municipalities, First Nations, industry, and 
non-government organizations, the ISC is a model of 
public and government cooperation and collaboration in 
response to the challenges posed by invasive species that 
cross both jurisdictional and professional boundaries.

The Invasive Species Research 
Institute (ISRI) is located at Algoma 
University in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
Canada.  Its mission is to establish and develop an 
applied research program devoted to the study of 
invasive species introduction, spread and their impacts 
on the ecology and economy of Ontario, Canada and 
the World.  ISRI’s research primarily examines invasive 
terrestrial plants. The institute is working with partners 
by supporting an interdisciplinary network of invasion 
science researchers.

The National Institute of Invasive 
Species Science (NIISS) is a 
consortium of government and non-
government organizations formed to develop 
cooperative approaches for invasive species science 
that meet the urgent needs of land managers and the 
public.  Administratively housed at the U.S. Geological 
Survey Fort Collins Science Center in Colorado, USA, 
NIISS provides a hub for invasive species science 
collaboration, coordination, and integration across 
agencies and disciplines.  The mission of NIISS is to 
work with others to coordinate data and research from 
many sources to predict and reduce the impacts of 
harmful non-native plants, animals, and diseases in 
natural areas and throughout the United States.

The Canada Aquatic Invasive Species 
Network (CAISN) spans Canada, bringing 
together 30 researchers from 12 partner universities 
and six federal laboratories. Their research incorporates 
broad taxonomic, ecosystem, geographic, mathematic 
and philosophical diversity.  CAISN combines the 
various skills and interests of academia, government, 
industry, and non-government organizations with the 
aim to assist affected industries, develop government 
policy and advance invasion science and technology.  In 
addition, CAISN is training graduate and postdoctoral 
students with specialization in invasive species.

NAISN – Services
Utilizing its hubs, nodes, and affiliates, NAISN provides 
a unified network of cooperation, collaboration and 
coordination among the numerous entities involved with 
invasive species management. NAISN’s overall goal is 
to enhance multi-jurisdictional responses to biological 
invasions in North America. 
 
Examples of these services are:  

 • Compile national statistics in Canada, Mexico, and  
 the United States on natural area invaders

 • Help coordinate surveillance activities 
 • Track invasive species range expansions 
 • Offer educational seminars and webinars on   

 invasive species management
 • Help coordinate early detection and rapid   

 response policies throughout North America
 • Maintain a taxonomic expertise database for all taxa
 • Conduct and track invasive species research within  

 each country
 • Develop watch lists for each geographical region in  

 North America
 • Develop national standards and prevention and   

 management guidelines
 • Help coordinate Canadian, Mexican, and United   

 States’ policies with other countries with regard  
 to trade 
• Track invasive species expenditures at state,   
 provincial, and local levels

 • Help produce or provide grants for economic   
 impact studies

 • Provide a repository of scientifically accurate   
 invasive species information

 • Promote, organize, and help establish CISMAs   
 (Cooperative Invasive Species Management Areas)  
 and CWMAs (Cooperative Weed Management   
 Areas) 
• Offer a one-stop CDC-like education and outreach  
 website for the public, media, and policy-makers. 

North American Invasive Species Network Science-based service and collaboration

Regionally or Internationally Based Hubs and Node
 
As of 2013, eight Hubs and one Node have become part of the North American Invasive 
Species Network:

For more information, please visit NAISN’s website at  
www.naisn.org or contact naisn.coordinator@gmail.com

Invasive Species - As per U.S.  http://www.
invasivespeciesinfo.gov/laws/execorder.shtml Executive 
Order 13112, an “invasive species” is defined as a species 
that is: 1) non-native (or alien) to the ecosystem under 
consideration and  2) whose introduction causes or is likely 
to cause economic or environmental harm or harm to 
human health.  http://www.invasivespecies.gov
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