
Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica)

Resembles: A bamboo because stem 

becomes woody and has enlarged nodes like 
those on a bamboo fishing pole.

Origins: Japanese knotweed is 

a native of eastern Asia.  In the 

late 1800’s it was introduced to 
North America as an ornamental 
plant and for erosion control.

How to Identify:
•Upright shrub-like perennial herb

•Grows to around 10 feet in height
•Stems are smooth and hollow
•Small, greenish-white flowers arranged in sprays

•Seeds are triangular and 1/10 inch in length
•Leaves are teardrop shape with flat truncated base

Where to Look: Japanese knotweed prefers 

stream banks and other areas near water sources. It 

also grows well in the full sun along roadsides and 
forest edges.  Recent soil disturbances prov ide sites 
for establishment of new populations.
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Japanese knotweed: 

Mechanical and Chemical Treatments

When to Treat: Cut  stems the first  t ime 

right before the plant blooms and continue 
cutt ing weekly

Step 1: Cut or mow plants with hand or power tools just before flowering, then 

continue cutting plants weekly.

Do not let the plants get over 2 feet tall.

Step 2: Apply herbicide to the foliage regrowth in late summer-early fall.

NOTE: Not all herbicides are safe for use around water, check the label to see if the 

herbicide is safe for use around water.

Treatment Methods:
Foliar Spray, digging, 
Mowing/Cutting/Burning, 

Recommended active 
ingredient:  Glyphosate, Imazapyr

The label is the law: Follow label 
instructions when mixing & 
applying any herbicide.

Cutting + Herbicide Application is a 2-Step treatment method recommended for 

achieving the best control results for a well established population.  

Herbicide InformationCut stems should be left on site or 

burned. Keep all cut stems away from 

water to avoid the stems being 

washed downstream. A small 

fragment can start a new infestation. 



Japanese knotweed: 

Mechanical Treatments

When to Treat: Dig roots before seeding 

occurs

Apply herbicide

PHCWPMA

Cutting alone is only effective if started mid-summer and continued weekly until the 

root reserves are exhausted.  

Multiple years of treatments may be necessary for success.

Digging is only effective if ALL parts of the roots are removed. A small piece can cause 

a reinfestation

Cut stems should be left on site or burned. Keep all cut stems away from water to avoid the 

stems being washed downstream. A small fragment can start a new infestation. 

PHCWPMA

For successful long-term control, 
the entire root system must be 

destroyed



Japanese knotweed: Chemical Treatments

Important: Always follow instruct ion on 

herbicide labels for concentrat ions needed 
and how to mix herbicides.

Herbicide Information

Leaves can be sprayed with herbicide, this is effective ONLY if you can spray ALL 

the leaves.

Only one application is needed (may need to re-apply to any new sprouts).

Cut stems should be left on site or burned. Keep all cut stems away from water 
to avoid the stems being washed downstream. A small fragment can start a 

new infestation. 

Not all herbicides are safe for use around water, check the label to see if the 

herbicide is safe for use around water

Cut plants

PHCWPMAPHCWPMA

Cut
PHCWPMA

Treatment Methods:
Foliar Spray, digging, 
Mowing/Cutting/Burning, 

Recommended active 
ingredient:  Glyphosate, Imazapyr

The label is the law: Follow label 
instructions when mixing & 
applying any herbicide.



Important: Always follow instruct ion on 

herbicide labels for concentrat ions needed 
and how to mix herbicides.

Additional Information for Herbicide 

Use

For information on how to read herbicide/pesticide labels please see: 

http://www.invasive.org/gist/products/handbook/24.Pesticidelabel.pdf

For information on basal bark, broadcast soil, cut stump, dormant spray, or 
foliar spray application of herbicide please see:

http://anr.ext.wvu.edu/r/download/108632

For information on Hack and Squirt(Stem Injection), Foliar Spray, Basal, or cut 

stump application of herbicide please see:
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag245

http://www.invasive.org/gist/products/handbook/24.Pesticidelabel.pdf
http://anr.ext.wvu.edu/r/download/108632
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag245

