
For hardwood forests in the Eastern U.S., the intro-

duction of the Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) 

spells trouble.  Since it was first discovered in  

Brooklyn, New York in 1996, “ALB has caused tens 

of thousands of hardwood trees to be destroyed in 

Illinois, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New York,” 

said Rachel Braud, Pest Survey Specialist with 

USDA-APHIS.  In June 2011, ALB was publicly re-

ported in our neighboring state of Ohio. 

“West Virginia’s hardwood forests could be devas-

tated if this beetle became established,” said Braud. “Many people travel all over the east to see the fall 

foliage colors.  Many of the brightest colors come from maples and other host trees.”  West Virginia’s 

timber industry could also be largely impacted by ALB infestations.   

ALBs are not picky eaters, which is what makes them so threatening.  They seem to prefer species of 

maple trees, but will settle for birch, chestnut, poplar, willow, elm, and ash trees as well.  Once an adult 

ALB settles on a new tree, it lays eggs under the bark.  After the larvae hatch, they chew tunnels 

through the cambium.  Eventually, these tunnels are extensive enough to girdle the tree, killing it.   

Because there is no known method for eliminating these pests, it is important to report any sightings 

and refrain from spreading this invasive insect. “People can look for large, round exit holes the size of a 

dime in tree bark.  Of course, the best evidence of a population is to see the beetle itself,” said Braud.  

Their most distinguishing feature is a pair of long antennae, striped with black and white, which curve 

like cat-fish whiskers past the length of their shiny, black bodies.  Not counting the length of the anten-

nae, they are 1-2” in size.  The earlier a new infestation is noted the better.  “Most of the new detec-

tions of ALB have come from private citizens,” said Braud.  Please report any potential ALB sightings to 

the www.dontmovefirewood.org.   

“The beetles can only fly 1-2 miles per year, so a lot of the dispersal is done with the help of humans,” 

said Braud.  People unknowingly help spread ALB when moving firewood.  For this reason, The Nature 

Conservancy founded the Don’t Move Firewood campaign to encourage all campers to “burn it where 

you buy it.”  

The CWPMA will spend the upcoming year working on a large-scale project designed to inform travel-

ers as they enter in to West Virginia about the steps they can take to prevent the introduction and 

spread of invasive pests such as ALB. This project will incorporate the “Don’t Move Firewood” messag-

ing, and will combine a number of outreach tech-

niques including highway billboards, educational 

displays at rest stops and other high traffic loca-

tions, and public service announcements that will 

be broadcast on cable. Keep an eye out for these 

exciting tools! 

Together, we can preserve our forests and keep 

ALB out of the state of West Virginia.  Article 

provided by Devin Gill, AmeriCorps member 

with the US Fish and Wildlife Services' West Vir-

ginia Field Office.  

Invasive Pest Alert: Asian Longhorned Beetle 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Landowner Spotlight: 

Bob McCalley 
2 

The Garlic Mustard 

Challenge 2012 

3 

Meet the Field Crew 4 

  

  

  

  

Weed Watcher 

J U L Y   2 0 1 2  V O L U M E  2  I S S U E  3  

A Partnership to Manage Invasive Species 

Newsletter of the Potomac Highlands CWPMA 

Asian Longhorned Beetle 

Photograph credit: Kenneth R. Law 

USDA APHIS PPQ 



Bob McCalley of Hardy County is a weed warri-

or.  Three years ago, after he recognized a 

“weird weed” on his property, Bob McCalley 

decided to take action. In the process, he enlist-

ed the services of the Cooperative Weed and 

Pest Management Area (CWPMA), after at-

tempting to wipe the weed out on his own.   

McCalley says he first noticed the weed “a little 

bit here and little bit there” in disturbed areas at 

the landing where logs had been collected and 

loaded during a timber harvesting operation the 

previous year.  McCalley remembers that three 

years after the timber harvest took place the 

weed began to completely “take over” the forest 

understory. So McCalley brought the weed to 

the attention of his friend, a conservationist, who 

was able to identify the species as the invasive 

cool season grass, Japanese stiltgrass. While  

attending a CWPMA sponsored invasive species 

informational meeting, held at the Landis Ruritan 

Building, McCalley was invited to participate in 

an invasive species removal training workshop.  

McCalley remembers responding with an enthu-

siastic “heck yes” to the invitation. 

For McCalley, cooperating with the CWPMA in 

the treatment of Japanese stiltgrass on his prop-

erty proved to be a wise decision.  “They knew 

their stuff,” McCalley recalled.  The CWPMA 

two-person crew spent four days on McCalley’s 

property, teaching him about herbicide selection 

and mixing, proper application techniques to 

effectively treat the weed. Japanese stiltgrass may 

be treated upland areas with Plateau Herbicide 

and in riparian areas with Aq-

uamaster, an aquatic safe herbi-

cide. It is important for landown-

ers to read the label on any herb-

icide they use to ensure they 

have selected one appropriate for 

the weed and the habitat that 

they plan to treat. The label is the 

law, and the instructions on the 

label have to be followed when 

mixing herbicide. The CWPMA 

crew also employed hand-pulling 

methods in areas with a wide 

distribution of native vegetation.   

The CWPMA crew help 

McCalley “[build] an awareness 

of how important it is to manage invasive spe-

cies.”  McCalley was able to work alongside the 

crew during the removal process.  “There’s no 

better way to understand what’s going on other 

than hands-on” McCalley said.    

This sort of active involvement in the health of 

his land is nothing new for Bob McCalley.  He 

strives to reach a balance between timber and 

wildlife management on his property, and be-

lieves treating the stiltgrass infestation will bene-

fit both.  The thick mat created by stiltgrass sup-

presses the growth of other vegetation, effective-

ly choking out native plants - a significant prob-

lem for McCalley who was concerned about pro-

moting the native tree regeneration on his prop-

erty.   

McCalley believes that maintaining native species 

on his property is a natural extension of local 

efforts to restore and preserve wild game habi-

tats.  He gives a lot of credit to the collaboration 

he sees among other local landowners in achiev-

ing sustainable wildlife management practices.  

“There’s good cooperation in terms of wildlife 

management.  We [as a community] just haven’t 

gotten there with invasive species yet.”  Through 

the efforts of individual landowners like Bob 

McCalley as well as the CWPMA and its partner 

organizations, invasive species awareness will 

continue to spread fast – choking out the Japa-

nese stiltgrass in its path. Article provided by 

Ryleigh Nucilli, AmeriCorps member with the 

Monongahela National Forest.  
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the Monongahela National Forest. The Monongahela Na-

tional Forest, the CWPMA and AFHA would also like to 

give a special thanks to the generous partners and spon-

sors for their great prizes and contributions: American 

Mountain Theater, Applebee’s,  All Creatures Great and 

Small, Brewstel: Microbrewery and Hostel, Cooper and 

Preston, PLLC., George Washington and Jefferson Nation-

al Forests, Good Energy Foods, Judy’s Drug, Kroger, Main-

line Books, MeeMee’z Café and Cakes, Peebles, Pepsi Bot-

tling Company, Performance Chevrolet-Parsons, Rite Aid-

Parsons, Seneca Caverns, Sheetz-Parsons, Snowshoe 

Mountain, SouthSide Depot, Theatre West Virginia, The 

Celtic Dog Studio, The Greenbrier Resort, The Wellness 

Center-Parsons, Timberline Four Season Resort, Tractor 

Supply Co., Walmart-Elkins, and YMCA-Elkins.  

 

Remember, we are in the battle against invasive species for 

the long-run!  Be ready next April with your gloves, bags, 

and friends to head to the woods to compete in the “2013 

Garlic Mustard Challenge!” Anyone can participate!  Just 

visit http://www.phcwpma.org/GarlicMustard.cfm for more 

information.  Until next year, please continue to increase 

the awareness of Garlic mustard and other invasive spe-

cies - whether you are pulling in your own back yard, tell-

ing your neighbors about invasives, teaching in classrooms 

(or in the woods), or leading your own events!   Article 

provided by Rebecca Urbanczyk, AmeriCorps member 

with the Monongahela National Forest.  

 

The Monongahela National Forest, Potomac Highlands 

Cooperative Weed and Pest Management Area 

(CWMPA), and the Appalachian Forest Heritage Area 

(AFHA) joined forces to sponsor the fourth annual 

"Garlic Mustard Challenge." These partners wanted to 

provide an opportunity for people of all ages to learn 

about nonnative invasive species while making a differ-

ence in the forests across their home states.  

 

Garlic mustard poses a severe threat to native plants and 

animals in forest communities throughout West Virginia. 

Many native wildflowers such as spring beauty, wild gin-

ger, bloodroot, Dutchman’s breeches, ramps and tril-

liums occur in the same habitat as garlic mustard. Once 

introduced to an area, garlic mustard outcompetes these 

natives. In fact, a single garlic mustard plant can produce 

3,000 seeds annually and those seeds can remain in the 

soil for more than 5 years! 

 

After weeks of searching, pulling, and bagging, the results 

are in and they area amazing! Together, volunteers from 

Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Virginia and West Virginia pulled 

over 160,655 pounds of garlic mustard from public lands.  

Additionally, over 5,335 volunteer hours were logged 

equaling around $116,250 that local governments, organ-

izations, and private landowners saved in not having to 

hire field crews to remove garlic mustard.          

 

The Monongahela National Forest, the CWPMA and 

AFHA would like to thank everyone who participated 

for their hard work and commitment to preserving the 

biodiversity of our forests. "Our goal couldn't have been 

reached without the help of each and every one of our 

volunteers pulling together and the successful collabora-

tion of our partners,” said Cynthia Sandeno, Ecologist of 
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Caitlin James, a 5th grader at Petersburg Elementary 

School, grasps an armful of garlic mustard. 

      GMC Pull at Seneca Rocks Discovery Center 



“Most people look into the woods and all they 

see are green plants.  I used to be the same 

way.  When I look into the woods now, I see 

tree-of-heaven, Japanese knotweed, and garlic 

mustard.  I can spot garlic mustard from a mile 

away,” said CWPMA crew member, Jeremy 

Kesner.   Along with Kesner, Rebecca Stahl 

and crew supervisor Clark Owen comprise 

the 2012 CWPMA Ecosystem Support Team.  

The team agrees that their work is as fun as it 

is satisfying.  

 

They are unanimous that their favorite thing 

about the job is spending time outdoors.  This 

is what motivated Stahl to apply for her posi-

tion.  Prior to working with the field crew, 

Stahl spent her workdays cubicle bound in a 

law firm.  “I used to think that everything grew as it was sup-

posed to.  Now I’ve watched sites with native flowers be 

overtaken by invasives.  The problem is clear, and I know 

what I’m doing matters,” said Stahl.   

 

Owen is an experienced weed warrior.   He is one of several 

in his family who have made a career of controlling invasive 

species.  “I’ve been interested in the issue ever since I took 

general ecology at Utah State University.  Now, my father in-

law works with invasive pest control through APHIS, and my 

wife is a wildlife biologist working on invasive coyotes,” said 

Owen. 

 

 Kesner appreciates this opportunity to work with seasoned 

conservation professionals like Owen.  “They taught me a 

new respect for the woods,” said Kesner, “I want to pass this 

on to my daughter, Kyrstin.”  Thanks to a lesson from Dad, 

at only four years old, Kyrstin will return home with fistfuls 

of garlic mustard after an afternoon hiking.   

Every day, the CWPMA field crew goes above and beyond to 

get the job done. The crew often has to face difficult terrain,  

less than ideal weather conditions, biting bugs and stinging 

nettles. 

 

For the crew, working with the CWPMA has been a stepping 

stone for developing careers in their fields.  Kesner aspires to 

further his work with invasive species by obtaining a degree 

in forestry.  Working with pesticides has fueled Stahl’s dream 

of one day becoming a high school chemistry teacher.  Owen 

will be leaving in the fall to pursue a master’s degree in natu-

ral resources at Utah State University.  One thing is for cer-

tain, the meaningful work that Kesner, Stahl, and Owen have 

accomplished controlling invasive species for the CWPMA 

will not stop with the end of this field season.  Article pro-

vides by the West Virginia Field Office of US Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s AmeriCorps member, Devin Gill.  
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