
Other recent work of note 

includes a The Nature Con-

servancy and U.S. Forest Ser-

vice two person team which 

began treating non-native 

invasives in the area, and 

work by the FWS to treat 

Japanese knotweed on private 

lands within the CWPMA.  

Starting  in August, Andrea 

Brandon joined the CWPMA 

as Coordinator and will be 

serving as the primary organ-

izer and liaison between our 

different partner agencies and 

organizations.  

Overall, the Potomac High-

lands CWPMA is off to a 

strong start and is an excel-

lent example of how strong 

partnerships can make a dif-

ference on the ground.  

 

The Potomac Highlands Co-

operative Weed and Pest 

Management Area (CWPMA) 

is still a new organization. A 

recent display at the Tri-

County Fair, which covers 

Grant, Hardy, and Pendleton 

counties, was the perfect 

venue for the new CWPMA 

to share information with 

private landowners about 

invasive species.  

These counties, along with 

Highland county in Virginia, 

are within the CWPMA, 

which is a partnership of 

community associations, non-

profit organizations, private 

landowners and federal, 

state, and local agencies.  

The group’s mission is to 

decrease the impact of inva-

sive species on native plant 

and animal communities, pub-

lic and private forests, private 

and agricultural lands and 

local economies.  

Lin James, an AmeriCorps 

member working with the 

WV Field Office of the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife Service, 

(FWS) developed several 

brochures about invasive spe-

cies and native alternatives. 

She also developed an exhibit 

for the Fair which showcased 

the top 12 invasive species in 

the area and the work of the 

CWPMA. The exhibit was 

seen by over 500 visitors.  

The Word is Getting Out About West Virginia’s First CWPMA 
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AmeriCorps volunteer, Sarah Foster at the Tri-County Fair  

Keeping West Virginia Wild and Weed Free! 

Newsletter of the Potomac Highlands CWPMA 

D I D  Y O U  

K N O W :  

A small piece 

of Japanese 

knotweed, a 

piece the size 

of your 

pinky’s fin-

gernail, can 

grow into a 

new plant!  

Coordinator, Andrea Brandon  



Results from the 2010 Garlic Mustard Challenge 

Through a cost-share agreement between 

the US Forest Service-Monongahela Na-

tional Forest and The Nature Conservancy, 

the Potomac Highlands Cooperative Weed 

and Pest Management Area partners were 

able to implement their first invasive spe-

cies treatment team this summer. With 

funding, TNC hired two seasonal employ-

ees, Seth Pratt and Jordan Stackpole, for 11 

weeks to treat Japanese stiltgrass, viper’s 

bugloss, spotted knapweed, tree of heaven, 

and autumn olive. The “Weed Eaters” as 

they later became known, completed treat-

ment on approximately 250 acres in Smoke 

Hole Canyon, on Cave Mountain, and in 

Blister Swamp. 

This is the first of what we hope will be-

come a growing program to treat invasive 

species in the CWPMA. Plans are already 

underway to identify new treatment sites 

for next summer and secure funding for a 

permanent team. Part of the funding al-

ready in place is through a grant received 

from the National Fish and Wildlife Foun-

dation.  

We couldn’t have reached our goal with-

out the help of each and every person pull-

ing together!  

So, be ready next April to grab your 

gloves, bags, and friends to head to the 

woods to compete in the: 

 “2011 Garlic Mustard Challenge!”  

After weeks of searching, 

pulling, and bagging, the sec-

ond annual “Garlic Mustard 

Challenge” has come to an 

end.  And, our second year 

results are amazing!  To-

gether, we blew away our 

goal of pulling 15,000 pounds 

of garlic mustard.  Here are 

the results: 

 

 33,644 pounds of pulled and reported 

garlic mustard from across Indiana, 

Ohio, and West Virginia! 

 

 Approximately 1,260 volunteer hours 

logged, equaling around $26,271 that 

local governments, organizations, and 

private landowners saved in not having 

to hire field crews to remove garlic 

mustard! (Hourly rate based on 2009 

Independent Sector Rate) 

 

The Work of the Weed Eaters! 
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Volunteer, Caleb Karriker, pulling Garlic 

Mustard during the 2010 Garlic Mustard 

Challenge 

W E E D  W A T C H E R  

The Weed Eaters, 

Seth and Jordan with  

Andrea monitoring 

invasive threats at 

Smoke Hole Canyon  

Garlic Mustard  

Pesto enjoyed by 

volunteers after the 

Garlic Mustard Chal-

lenge. Visit our web-

site for the recipe!  

www.phcwpma.org 



that exclude native vegetation and greatly alter 

natural ecosystems. It poses a significant threat to 

riparian areas and once established, populations 

are extremely persistent.  

Japanese Knotweed is difficult to control because 

of its ability to re-grow from vegetative pieces and 

from seed. To control, hand pull young plants; 

remove all roots and runners to prevent re-

sprouting.  It can also be effectively controlled 

using any of several readily available general use 

herbicides such as glyphosate or triclopyr. Apply 

herbicides to freshly cut stems or to foliage. Fol-

low label and state requirements.  

Japanese knotweed is an upright shrub-like herba-

ceous perennial that can grow to over 10 feet in 

height. The minute greenish-white flowers occur 

in attractive, branched sprays in summer and are 

followed soon after by small winged fruits. It re-

produces primarily by seed and by vegetative 

means with the help of long, stout rhizomes. It 

can be transported to new sites by water, wind, 

as a contaminant in fill-dirt, or on the soles of 

shoes.   

Japanese Knotweed can tolerate a variety of ad-

verse conditions including full shade, high tem-

peratures, and drought. It is found near water 

sources, such as along streams and rivers.  

Knotweed spreads quickly to form dense thickets 
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Weed of the Quarter—Japanese Knotweed 

palachian Invasive Management (AIM), a certified 

pesticide applicator, to treat approximately 75 

populations of Japanese knotweed.  Treatment 

consisted of cutting all plants in June/July to force 

re-growth.  The re-growth was then treated in 

late August with glyphosate product approved for 

aquatic use (many populations were adjacent to 

the stream).  Research has shown that the gly-

phosate is more effective on the plant if it in a 

weakened state after re-growth.  A follow-up 

tour of the watershed showed all treated popula-

tions are succumbing to 

the treatment.  We an-

ticipate follow-up treat-

ment will be necessary in 

2011.  Restoration of 

affected sites will also 

begin in 2011. 

For more information 

contact John Schmidt, 

USFWS, 694 Beverly Pike, 

Elkins, WV  26241, 304-

6 3 6 - 6 5 8 6  o r 

john_schmidt@fws.gov. 

In 2009 a U.S. Fish and Wildlife (FWS) biologist 

observed small patches of Japanese knotweed 

growing in the Thorn Creek watershed.  This 

non-native invasive plant is very aggressive and 

rapidly displaces native riparian vegetation.  Japa-

nese knotweed does not stabilize stream banks as 

well as native vegetation and, thus, could under-

mine ongoing efforts by Trout Unlimited, Natural 

Resources Conservation Service and the FWS to 

improve water quality and fish habitat in the wa-

tershed.  Japanese knotweed emits toxins into 

the soil that make restoration of these sites diffi-

cult.  It is, therefore, imperative to treat the 

populations before they overtake large areas.   

In 2010 an AmeriCorps member working for the 

FWS began surveying and marking populations of 

the Japanese knotweed in the watershed from 

the highway.  The member distributed informa-

tion to all Thorn Creek landowners and followed 

up with site visits to secure permission for fur-

ther surveying and, ultimately, treatment.  All 

affected landowners agreed to help us eliminate 

Japanese knotweed. 

This past summer the FWS contracted with Ap-

Japanese Knotweed Control in the Thorn Creek Watershed 

Japanese Knotweed along the Thorn Creek 

Japanese Knot-

weed can quickly 

become an inva-

sive pest in natu-

ral areas after 

escaping from 

cultivated  

gardens. 
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 The simplest thing anybody can do to get involved is to be aware 

of the issue and not plant or spread invasive species 

 Learn to identify the major invasive plants in your area 

 Check to see if a plant is invasive before planting it 

 Be sure to clean your shoes and brush off your clothes after be-

ing in an area with invasive plants 

 Start a control program on your land 

 Talk to local groups, communities, or government officials about 

invasive plants 

For More Information Contact: 

Andrea Brandon, CWPMA Coordinator 

PO Box 250 21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

(304)637-0160 ext. 100 

abrandon@tnc.org 

Be on the look out for this  

Invader: Mile-A-Minute 

 

Find out in our next newsletter how a 

small beetle called a weevil may be able 

to control this noxious weed. 

PO Box 250 

21 Third Street, Suite 4 

Elkins, WV 26241 

Phone: 304-637-0160 ext. 100 

Fax: 304-637-0584 

 

Potomac Highlands  

Cooperative Weed and Pest 

Management Area 

How Can I Get Involved? 

Keeping West Virginia  

Wild and Weed Free! 

www.phcwpma.org 


