
USFS District Ranger, Troy 
Waskey, says, “This event offered 
students and their parents hands-
on activities relating to more than 
just rock climbing in the area.” 
 
Over 580 people came to the 
event and everyone who was 
anyone was there! Even Smokey 
Bear made an appearance and we 
all celebrated his 70th birthday 
with song and delicious cakes.  
 
The event was a great success 
due to the help of all the 
volunteers, sponsors and partners. 
Partners for the event included the 
U.S. Forest Service, Appalachian 
Forest Heritage Area, Potomac 

Have you discovered nature 
lately? On May 3rd, the 
CWPMA joined the party at 
“Discover Nature Day” at 
Seneca Rocks Discovery 
Center. The event was 
designed to get the 
community out to experience 
nature and all the wonders 
that West Virginia has to 
offer.  
 
The event kicked off with the 
“Garlic Mustard Challenge.” 
Participants pulled garlic 
mustard primarily for Tucker 
the Turtle and also for 
fabulous cash prizes. 
Overall, about 760 pounds of 
garlic mustard were 
collected at the event. The 
competitive pulling of invasive 
species really works up an 
appetite, and all volunteers were 
fed a wonderful lunch thanks to 
Seneca Caverns. 
 
Then, the fun really began. The 
activities portion of the event was 
started with a live bat 
demonstration that showed 
participants that bats are our 
friends.  
 
Other activities focused on non-
native invasive species, wildfire, 
aquatic organisms, pollinators, 
snakes, wilderness, Tucker the 
Turtle and so much more!  
 

“Discover Nature Day” was a Resounding Success! 
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Jon Guczek, AFHA USFS AmeriCorps Mem-
ber, worked alongside volunteers from 
Trout Unlimited and Save Our Streams to 
teach youngsters about stream quality and 
the importance of macroinvertebrates.  Photo 

by FWS 
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Highlands CWPMA, W.V. Division of Natural 
Resources, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Trout Unlimited, Save Our Streams, Save 
Lucy Campaign, W.V. Department of 
Agriculture, W.V. Department of 
Environmental Protection and the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service.  
 

If you didn’t make it out this year, be sure 
to mark your calendar for next year. In the 
meantime, get outside and discover what 
you love about nature! 
 
Article submitted by B. Simon, USFS AFHA 
AmeriCorps Ecological Technician 

“Discover Nature Day” was a Resounding Success (continued) 

Invasive Species Spotlight: Frightening Feral Hogs 

are most problematic in the southern 
states. These highly intelligent and 
adaptable animals are not yet considered a 
large problem in West Virginia and are 
most often found in the southern part of the 
state. The spread of feral hogs can be 
attributed to, in part, the hunting industry as 
feral hogs were sometimes intentionally 
imported and released by hunters so they 
would have something to hunt year round.  
 
Feral hogs wreak havoc on the areas they 
invade and cause an estimated $1.5 billion 
in damage nationwide each year. In 
residential and agricultural areas, the hog 
hellions will root up ground, thus damaging 
plants and creating ruts and holes that can 
damage farm machinery, flatten plants, eat 
feed meant for livestock, and destroy 

Feral hogs are particularly destructive, 
dangerous, aggressive, and frequently ill-
tempered invasive animals. Often called 
feral pigs, wild pigs, wild boars, wild hogs, or 
razorbacks, feral hogs are defined as any 
swine, including Russian and European wild 
boar, which are running loose with unknown 
owners.  
 
Feral hogs are such an enormous threat that 
the states of Missouri and Michigan have 
even issued shoot on sight orders for these 
rowdy razorbacks, meaning anyone with a 
hunting license can legally kill the hogs.  
 
These pesky pigs were first introduced to 
Florida to serve as a food source in 1539 by 
Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto. Now, 
feral hogs are found in at least 38 states, but 

Razorbacks run rampant and ravage the environment! Photo by Vladimir Dinets, University of Miami, 

Bugwood.org 

Continued on page 3 
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Finally, all of this damage to land and 
forests provides ideal disturbed habitat for 
invasive plant species to colonize.  
 
If you are still not sold on the 
environmental hazards of this problematic 
porcine, let’s talk reproduction, natural 
predators, and disease. Sows can begin 
breeding when they are six months old and 
produce a litter of four to eight piglets. Pigs 
mate year round, and can have three litters 
every 14 months. On average, adult feral 
hogs weigh 100-150 pounds but a 
particularly large porker can weigh over 
300 pounds. Given their size, intelligence, 
and the protruding tusk-like teeth on the 
males, feral hogs do not have many 
natural predators. Finally, feral hogs carry 
at least 45 different diseases and 
parasites, some of which are 
communicable to livestock, pets, wildlife, 
and humans. All things considered, feral 
hogs are a menace to the environment, 
and we definitely don’t want them in the 
CWPMA.  
 
Article submitted by A. Hanna, USFWS 

AFHA AmeriCorps Member  

fences. The ham-filled hoodlums have 
even invaded a few military bases where 
they damage fences and interrupt training.  
 
In more natural settings, the hog hellions 
destroy habitat, cause reductions in the 
local flora and fauna populations, and 
pollute streams. Rooting and wallowing 
damages plants and compacts the soil 
thus altering nutrient cycling and 
hydrology. As opportunistic omnivores, the 
ravenous razorbacks will eat a variety of 
things including plant materials that other 
wildlife depend on for sustenance, 
invertebrates, eggs of ground-nesting 
birds, reptiles, small mammals, and the 
young of larger animals.  
 
In aquatic systems, feral hog activity in 
streams increases turbidity and bacterial 
contamination, both of which can impact 
native stream organisms like fish, mussels, 
amphibians, and macroinvertebrates. 
Additionally, the fecal coliform 
concentrations in feral hog feces exceed 
the acceptable levels for human health 
standards, and therefore can render 
drinking and recreational water unsafe. 

Feral hogs damage crops and cost farmers 
millions every year. Photo by Craig Hicks, 

Bugwood.org 

Feral hogs can destroy lawns and gardens 
literally overnight! Photo by Billy Higginbotham, 

Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Bugwood.org 



Where We Work: Cave Mountain 

species are non-native invasive species 
that compete with our native plants for 
resources and can take over their habitats. 
Spotted knapweed, Viper’s Bugloss, and 
thistles were most likely introduced to Cave 
Mountain through pasture development 
and livestock grazing.  
 
Because Cave Mountain is home to so 
many rare plant species, it has become a 
priority for the Potomac Highlands 
Cooperative Weed and Pest Management 
Area. Our field crew uses a variety of 
treatment methods to control the invasive 
species at this site. The crew even applies 
herbicide to invasive species using 
paintbrushes so as not to adversely impact 
the native and rare species. 
 
Thanks to our field crew, we are able to 
preserve some of the unique areas in West 
Virginia and the plants that live there. We 
hope that these places will remain wild and 
wonderful for many generations to come. 
 
Article submitted by: T. Higgins, USFS 
Ecosystem Restoration Intern 

Ever since West Virginia was founded, it 
has been considered “wild and wonderful.” 
Tucked away in the Monongahela National 
Forest, one of West Virginia’s little-known 
wild wonders is Smoke Hole Canyon. The 
largest remaining limestone forest in the 
region, Smoke Hole is part of an 18-mile 
canyon in Pendleton and Grant Counties. 
Smoke Hole has something for everyone, 
including hiking, biking, fishing, swimming, 
boating, camping, bird watching and rock 
climbing. The area consists of 1,126 acres 
of beautiful views and amazing biodiversity.  
 
One of the most unique places in Smoke 
Hole is Cave Mountain, towering over the 
canyon at 2,470 feet. Not only is it a sight 
worth seeing, Cave Mountain also contains 
habitat complexes, including cedar glades, 
limestone barrens, and glade wood habitats 
all existing together. Vegetation in these 

areas is 
comparable to 
no other place 
in the world, 
and many rare 
species call 
Cave 
Mountain their 
home. 
 
Several 
species of rare 
plants are 
native to the 
area, such as 
Smoke Hole 
bergamot, 
yellow 
nailwort, and 
Kate’s 
Mountain 
clover. The 
greatest 
threats to 
these rare 
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Rare species like Kate’s 
Mountain clover (top) and 
yellow nailwort (bottom) 
are protected through the 
CWPMA’s efforts at Cave 
Mountain. Photos by WVDNR and 

TNC 

Crew Leader, Ben Rhodes, poses next to 
the spotted knapweed collected on Cave 
Mountain early in July. Photos by USFS 
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favorite part of the job is seeing “awesome” 
places. Her favorite place to work is Smoke 
Hole Canyon. Nicole is a senior at Davis 
and Elkins College and her efforts to 
control invasive species don’t stop when 
she’s off the clock. This past year, Nicole 
organized a garlic mustard pull on her 
college campus and feels very strongly 
about controlling invasive species.  
 
Clinton Wright says that he likes working 
with the CWPMA Crew because it enables 

him to be outside for 
most of the day. This 
is Clinton’s first year 
on the crew and he is 
learning a lot. He was 
especially interested in 
learning how to fight 
the invasive plant,  
mile-a-minute.  
 
Clinton says, “I’ve 
fought mile-a-minute 
before, but now I get 
to learn how to treat it 

properly.” 
 
Nicole Wyatt says, “It’s 
important to do this 

kind of work because it helps protect a 
variety of unique ecosystems all across the 
state. We’re not going to eradicate all 
invasive plants everywhere, but at least we 
can protect some of the more unique and 
biologically important places.” 
 
Well said, Nicole. Thank you to the 2014 
CWPMA Field Crew for all that you do to 
protect our special places. Have a great 
field season!  
 
Article submitted by: T. Higgins, USFS 
Ecosystem Restoration Intern 

The CWPMA field crew is tasked with a 
big responsibility: managing the non-
native invasive species in the Potomac 
Highlands. This year’s crew is up to the 
challenge and excited about the work. 
The 2014 crew consists of crew leader, 
Ben Rhodes, and crew members Nicole 
Wyatt and Clinton Wright.  
 
Ben Rhodes, originally from Asheville, 
North Carolina, has been working for The 
Nature Conservancy in this position for 
two years.  
 
Rhodes believes, 
“This job is very 
important because 
invasive species 
destroy rare, 
endemic plants and 
it’s very important to 
keep these 
ecosystems going. 
Plus, I feel like I am 
saving the world 
which is also nice.”  
 
Ben’s favorite parts 
of the job are hiking 
and seeing all of the 
rare plants that inhabit West Virginia. 
These are common themes among the 
crew. One of the favorites is Kate’s 
Mountain clover which is found 
only in shale barren habitats. Shale 
barrens are steep, south facing slopes 
with few trees. The ground has very little 
soil and is covered with an eroded shale 
litter. Kate’s Mountain clover is a rare 
plant that has only been found in the 
shale barrens of Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and West Virginia. 
 
Nicole Wyatt, who also has worked with 
the crew for two years, agrees that her 

2014 CWPMA crew members Nicole Wyatt, 
Clinton Wright and Ben Rhodes take a 
break to enjoy the view from Cave 
Mountain. Photo by USFS 

Meet the 2014 Weed Eaters! 
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304-636-1800 
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The 2014 “Garlic Mustard 
Challenge” has come to a close. 
What a year! This year, we pulled 
garlic mustard in honor of Tucker 
the Turtle, the beloved star of the 
new children’s book about 
invasive species, “The Pests that 
Girdle the Home of Tucker the 
Turtle.”  
 
So how did we do? With over 350 
volunteers, who put in over 1,610 
hours, we pulled 9,162 pounds of 
garlic mustard across 
Tennessee, Virginia and West 
Virginia. Way to go!  
 
We would like to thank all the 
volunteers who pulled garlic 
mustard this year to save Tucker 

Three states + 1,610 volunteer hours = Garlic Mustard 
Challenge Success!  
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Like the Potomac 
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and all his critter friends. We 
would also like to thank all the 
partners for their commitment, 
including the U.S. Forest Service, 
Potomac Highlands CWPMA, 
Appalachian Forest Heritage 
Area, and The Nature 
Conservancy.  
 
We hope you will join us again 
next spring for the seventh 
annual “Garlic Mustard 
Challenge.” To learn more about 
the “Garlic Mustard Challenge” or 
Tucker the Turtle, please visit our 
website, www.phcwpma.org.  
 
Article submitted by B. Simon, 
USFS AFHA AmeriCorps 
Ecological Technician 

Petersburg Elementary School fifth graders were the largest 
group of volunteers of the 2014 Garlic Mustard Challenge. Here 
is half of the fifth grade class with chaperones and other 
volunteers! Photo by USFS 


