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Japanese knotweed is in your 

neighborhood. Help us control 

and eradicate this invasive plant 

in the Seneca Creek area.  
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Japanese knotweed is in your 

neighborhood. Help us control 

and eradicate this invasive plant. 

 
The Knotweed Problem 

 

Japanese knotweed (see photos 

below) jeopardizes excellent brook 

trout habitat and fishing 

opportunities. This plant is not 

native to West Virginia and 

negatively impacts native plants, 

which are important for clean air 

and water, soil stability, and food 

and shelter for native insects and 

wildlife. Japanese knotweed 

spreads invasively and rapidly out-

competes native plants, impacting 

agriculture, private lands, and 

gardens. Its continued spread could 

severely alter the stream bank 

vegetation of a waterway, to the 

point where knotweed may 

become too difficult to attempt a 

control effort. 

 

The Need to Control It 

 

Japanese knotweed is difficult to 

control once it becomes 

established in an area. Early 

detection is key for successful 

treatment. It can be cut, but will 

regenerate from any remaining 

roots. The best method of control 

involves cutting, then allowing the 

plant to establish some re-growth, 

before an application of herbicides. 

This cycle may need to be repeated 

for two or three years.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Need Your Help 

 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s Partners for Fish and 

Wildlife Program, working with 

the Potomac Highlands 

Cooperative Weed and Pest 

Management Area, is beginning to 

survey for and control Japanese 

knotweed.   

 

In order for these efforts to be most 

effective, we’re asking for your 

assistance, as well as assistance 

from your neighbors and others.   

A coordinated effort is extremely 

important. Destroying a patch of 

Japanese knotweed in one area, 

without treating it on neighboring 

lands will allow the plant to persist 

and hinder control efforts. 

   

Free Assistance 
 

The Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

Program is offering free assistance 

to you and other landowners to 

detect and control Japanese 

knotweed. We would like to set up 

a time to visit with you in the near 

future, if possible, as spring is the 

best time to begin eradication 

efforts of this invasive, fast- 

spreading plant.  

Contact Information 

 

Please contact Nick Millett, 

Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

Program, (304) 636-6586 x17, or 

e-mail nicholas_millett@fws.gov  

for more information on the free 

assistance available to you.   

 

Please call at your earliest 

convenience so we can begin the 

process of surveying and 

controlling Japanese knotweed.  

Japanese knotweed with dead stalks 

remaining from previous growing season. 

Note the rusty color of the leaves.  

 
 


