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What’s FIFRA 

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act (FIFRA):
• provides for federal regulation of pesticide 

distribution, sale, and use.
• All pesticides distributed or sold in the United 

States must be registered (licensed) by EPA. 
• Before EPA may register a pesticide under FIFRA, 

– the applicant must show, among other things, 
that using the pesticide according to 
specifications "will not generally cause 
unreasonable adverse effects on the 
environment.''



Texas Response 
• 1907 Texas Department of Agriculture to oversee pesticide registration 
• 1971 Texas Structural Pest Control Board is created as the Agency to 

oversee indoor structural pest
• 1972 – 2007 Two types of licenses in TX 

– SPS – license holders indoors but also exterior and weed 
applications

– TDA – license holders private or landscape management for cities, 
golf, cemeteries 

• 2007 SPCB abolished all pesticide applicator licenses under TDA
– Indoor – Structural Pest Control Service 
– Outdoor – SPCS and TDA AG 

• Landscape Management 



Agency Oversight: TDA

• Registers pesticides, licenses applicators
• Enforces Structural Pest Control Act
• Oversees food safety programs impacting schools



Agency Oversight: DSHS

• Inspects cafeterias twice yearly
• Handles infectious disease outbreaks, IAQ and 

asbestos
• Supports public health interventions



Agency Oversight: TPWD
• Wildlife trapping and relocation rules
• Game Warden involvement for protected species
• Restrictions on transporting rabies-vector species



Licensing Categories

Commercial: For 
hire; full services

Non-commercial: 
Employee 

applying within 
their facility

Political 
Subdivision: For 
city/county/ISD 

employees



School Licensing Requirements

• Only licensed applicators may apply pesticides on school grounds
• Certification optional but beneficial
• Technicians and Apprentices must work under commercial certified 

applicators 
• Noncommercial political subdivision license holders have exceptions

– SPCS – take 8-hour class, study for exams, pass exams general and 
categories 

– TDA 3A- Study for exams, pass general and categories. Able to train 
unlicensed employees under direct supervision clause 



SPCS Licensing

• Covers indoor pest control, glue boards, rodent work
• Commercial Certified applicator responsible for technicians
• Noncommercial Political License holders 

– No one can work under their license 
• Applicator must hold category-specific licenses

– Pest, Termite, Weed, Lawn & Ornamental most common categories 



License 
Qualifications 
• Landscape Management 3A 

• Anyone who makes a passing score 
on the General Standards pesticide 
applicator examination, including 
laws and regulations,

• and on one or more category exams 
• will be eligible to be certified in 

those categories or 
subcategories for which a 
passing score was received and 
shall be licensed as soon as all 
other licensing requirements are 
met.



License Qualifications 
Structural Pest Control Service (must qualify 1-5)

1. Have verifiable employment in the pest control industry under the supervision of a licensed certified 
applicator for at least twelve (12) months out of the past twenty-four (24) months and must have 
possessed a technician license for at least six (6) months during that time period;

2. Furnish proof of previous verifiable employment experience in the pest control industry, including out-of-
state experience in pest control of at least twelve (12) months out of the past twenty-four (24) months. The 
proof of experience must be provided by the applicant in the form of a letter from the appropriate licensing 
entity stating the type of license held and how long the applicant has held the license;

3. Have a degree or certificate in an area of the biological sciences, related to pest control, from an accredited 
two (2) or four (4) year college or university;

4. Complete a Department approved minimum six (6) hour certified noncommercial/technician training 
course; 

5. Have previously held a certified applicator license issued by the Structural Pest Control Board or the 
Department that can be verified by the Department.



Apply to TDA for Your License 

• Commercial 
• Noncommerical 

Structural Pest Control Division

• Pest
• Lawn & Ornamental 
• Weed
• Termite 

Categories 

• Pesticides Division 
– Private Applicator
– Commercial 
– Noncommercial
– Noncommercial Political Subdivision 

• License Categories 
1. Agricultural pest control
2. Forest pest control
3. Lawn and ornamental plant pest control 

A. Landscape Management
B. Greenhouse  

12.  Public health pest control (vector 
control):



TDA 3A License 
Details

• For outdoor grounds management
• Allows supervision of unlicensed 

workers
• Annual training + affidavit 

documentation required



Application 
Use Records 

• Name/address
• Name pesticides/devices used
• Total amount applied
• Device used/total number
• Mixing rate for formulations
• Purpose (target pest)
• Date and time
• Service Address 
• Name and License # of person(s) receiving 

training, supervising, and applying pesticides 
or using pest control devices and the TPCL 
number (and letter if applicable) of the 
commercial business for which they are 
performing structural pest control services

• Outdoor applications require wind direction 
and velocity, outdoor temp 



Justification Form

• Be sure that you obtain justification forms for indoor and 
outdoor use 



SCHOOL GARDENS, AG SCIENCE AND 
GREENHOUSES – SPECIAL AREAS THAT 

REQUIRE COOPERATION WITH SEVERAL 
COLLABORATORS WITHIN THE DISTRICT 



Under District Policy – Only Licensed 
Applicators

NO Private 
Applicators

Non-commercial 
political 

subdivision 

3 A Landscape 3 B Greenhouse 



IPM & AG Science Programs 



https://texasagriculture.gov/Regulatory-
Programs/Pesticides/Structural-Pest-Control-
Service/School-Integrated-Pest-Management 
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Greenhouses
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://atinyhomestead.blogspot.com/2010/10/building-permanent-greenhouse-with.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Special Areas: 
Greenhouses

• Teachers may require 3B 
license

• Coordinate treatment plans 
with IPM Coordinator

• Plants can harbor insects even 
indoors





Coordination – Cooperation 

• Typically, this area is for vocational education – floriculture
• Sell or Donate 
• Educational components and using chemicals 
• Encourage teacher licensing to show professionalism 
• Good place to grow the IPM program  



Special Areas: 
Livestock Facilities

• High risk for flies, rodents, parasites
• May require coordination with TDA/DSHS
• Animals shown in competitions need strict oversight



Reminders about Ag Barns

• Manure management is essential 
• Storage of food products 

– Keep in airtight containers
– Watch for spillage
– Keep water troughs clean and free of debris
– Store hay and other bedding material away from water 





Fly Misting Systems

Misters generally prohibited due to exposure risk
Yellow Category
Need a pest control license to add insecticides 



FLY 
PREDATORS

Biological Control 



Parasitoids
• Kill their hosts
• Adults free-living; immatures parasitic
• Do not sting humans
• Many native to Texas; available commercially
• Effective on horn, house and stable flies

http://www.hydro-gardens.com/images/Fly_Parasite.JPG


Special Areas: 
Food Gardens & 

Conservation Gardens

• Edible crops restrict what pesticides can be used
• Pollinator protection required



Things to 
remember 

• Location
• Volunteers
• Chemical Use and Purchase 
• To sell or not to sell 



Teachers & 
Volunteers

Teachers cannot apply 
pesticides without license

Volunteers and parents 
prohibited from applications

Coordinator must oversee all 
pest management actions



WORKING WITH 
CONTRACTORS 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/24259-engineer-transparent-image
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Types of Service Agreements  

Contracts

• Legally binding exchange of 
promises or agreement 
between parties that the law 
will enforce. 

• Two types
• Binding

• Requires commitment 
between two parties

• Non-binding
• Agreement to agree
• Not enforceable

Bid Specifications

• Written by purchasing
• Cookie cutter 

• Directions to vendors 
• In some cases, gives vendors 

an idea of what you are 
looking for

• Very generic
• Generally, refers to specific 

areas like kitchens, lounges 
and not much else

• Calls for summer cleanout 
treatment 

• Does not ask for any types of 
monitoring 

Request for Proposals

• Not generic 
• Allows you to ask for specific 

coverage
• Allows for specific directions

• How often for fire ant control
• Inspections and monitoring
• Non-chemical control 

• Ability to set pre-award 
meetings
• Most important – meet face-

to-face with each potential 
PCO 



Once you 
have a 

contract 
now what?

Set up initial face-to-face 
meeting
• Important so there are no 

misunderstandings later

Review contract

• What do you expect
• What do they expect



IPM 
objectives

Monthly Monitoring
• What is your definition and what is theirs? 

Fire Ant Control
• How important is this
• Bid by mound, by acre, how are you doing 

this? 

Monthly service reports
• Invoicing vs. service tickets (application use 

records)
• Justification for use forms
• Do they meet with you? 



What does 
Monitoring Mean

• State says – must monitor
• Inspections, sticky traps, 

sample counts
– Before they “spray” what do 

they “see”
– Can you spot a monitor on 

your campuses?



Develop a protocol 
• Where will monitors be located
• What will they report
• What triggers an application

– One roach doesn’t mean we spray
– What about non-chemical controls
– Will the contractor supply IPM plans
– Will the contractor use your IPM plans
– What is a threshold? 



Keeping on top of 
Contractor

• Set up routine meetings
– Don’t wait for them to call you – you 

call them
• Talk with staff

– Food service, custodial, maintenance
• Take a walk

– Search for monitoring devices
• Remember the 4 principles of IPM

– Evaluation is step 4  



What to do 
when it all 

goes wrong

Review contract
• Understand what contractor is 

responsible for
• Periodically check to see if items are 

being followed

Know who to call
• Who is responsible in the district 
• Who did you talk to – salesperson, 

owner, etc. 



When to 
become 

concerned

• From 1 hour to 15 minutes

Tech time is reduced, complaints are up

• Where are all the sticky traps?

Don’t see evidence of monitoring

• No comments on exclusion controls, sanitation, etc. 

Don’t see notes on service tickets

• Constantly receiving justification forms 
• Or worse they are not giving you these forms thinking 

products are Green 

Solution to all pest problems – Yellow



Concerns Cont

• Not supplying you with MSDS and Labels 
• See excessive use of chemicals

– Service ticket states “inspected for pest – then you 
see chemical controls” – no evidence of monitoring

– At every service visit a chemical is used



Justification 
forms

Submitted prior to treatment – best

Submitted within 48 hours after 
treatment – acceptable

Submitted within 1 week – passing

Submitted later than 2 weeks after 
treatment – or never – UNACCEPPTABLE 



Exceptional 
Contractors

Provides you with a list of pesticide products, plus 
labels and SDS sheets
• In advance – understands IPM principles

Works with YOU to develop a list of structural and 
landscape improvements
• Offers campus inspections

Helps You identify problem areas

Solutions to pest problems are not chemically 
driven
• Help you with training or educating staff about pest problems. 



High School 
Student 

Level 
Education 
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