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Beetles Found in Dead Wood

SP 403

True Powderpost Beetles
Bostrichidae: Lyctinae

Old House Borer
Cerambycidae

False Powderpost Beetles
Bostrichidae

Deathwatch Beetles
Ptinidae

Beetles Found in Live Wood

Other Insects in Wood

Engraver Beetles
Curculionidae: Scolytinae

Ambrosia Beetles
Curculionidae: Platypodinae

Carpenter Bees
Apidae: Xylocopa

Carpenter Ants
Formicidae: Camponotus

Termites
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Loose, fine, 
powdery frass

Frass Galleries with Frass

Attacks hardwood 
or bamboo

Thorax hairy with 2 
smooth knobs

Antennae long, 
not clubbed

Wing covers 
patterned

Body flattened

Attacks new 
softwood

Spines on front of thorax
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3-segmented
club on antennae

Head hidden below thorax

Attacks new hardwood 
and bamboo

Powdery, packed frass

Frass gritty with 
tiny, oblong 

pellets

Head hidden below thorax

Clubbed antennae; 
long segment on tip

Smooth front 
of thorax

Grooved 
wing covers

Attacks old hardwood 
and softwood
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club 

with rings

Spines on 
wing covers

Pitted 
wing covers

Pitted, hairy 
wing covers

Galleries
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Pitted 
wing covers

Head sunken 
into thorax

Head not sunken 
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Large, 1-segmented club

Narrow, cylindrical 
body

Engraved galleries
under bark Stained galleries 
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Yellow or 
dark hairs

Smooth, hairless abdomen

Divided galleries

Black 
abdomen

Rounded
thorax

1 node

Clean galleries

Attacks dry, exposed wood

No eyes 
in workers

Whitish body

Attacks spring 
wood first

Frass muddy
Wood shavings 

and insect fragments
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Elbowed 
antennae

Many equal-sized, 
round segments

Galleries with “chisel marks”

Powdery frass packed in galleries

Thanks to D.A. Melius and L.J. Buss for providing specimens.
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